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Discussions should be meaningful

The LIC has sent a communication to unions 
stating that it intends to call them soon for 

discussions.  The Unions have been asked to 
send the issues on which these discussions be 
held. This looks a bit strange.  The AIIEA has 
been over the past several months representing 
issues that need immediate resolution.  The 
overwhelming number of employees at the call 
of AIIEA went on a protest strike action on 28th 
March 2018 against the insensitive attitude of 
LIC and government on four very important 
issues.  The AIIEA had submitted its Charter of 
Demands to the Chairman of LIC on August 2, 
2017.  The Charter contains not only monetary 
issues but also other important issues relating 
to the service conditions.  The Charter of 
Demands reflects the hopes and aspirations 
of the employees. Therefore the issues on 
which we want discussions and resolutions 
are too well known.  It is surprising that rather 
than responding to these demands through 

meaningful dialogue, we have been asked to 
list the issues once again.  It is, therefore, not 
wrong to conclude that the offer of discussions 
lack seriousness.

It is our experience that even when 
discussions are called in the nomenclature 
of information sharing, what information 
shared would already be in public domain.  
This was pointed out to the authorities on 
numerous occasions. The Corporate guidelines 
are decided and documents are released with 
the title We Have Decided and in this entire 
process even minimum consultations are not 
made with the representative organisations 
of the employees.  The representatives of 
the organisations are only asked to support 
the decisions already taken.  In the whole 
process the most important point missed is 
that the workforce of LIC has big stakes in 
the functioning, growth and prosperity of the 
institution and it is necessary to involve them 
in the decision making processes.  
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The AIIEA has always considered 
meaningful discussions on both the issues 
of the employees and the road map of the 
institution basic to industrial democracy.  It has 
never considered discussions as just exchange 
of pleasantries. Therefore, discussions when 
called, AIIEA want them to be serious, sincere 
and an honest exercise to find resolutions to 
the issues represented.

The LIC has recorded yet another 
spectacular performance in the financial year 
2017-18.  It has earned a record new premium 
both in individual and group businesses.  
The Total Premium Income is provisionally 
estimated to be over Rs. 3.17 lakh crore.  The 
total income of the corporation is expected 
to touch Rs. 5 lakh crore and the assets may 
be around Rs. 30 lakh crore. The corporation 
has achieved a very high level of customer 
satisfaction with a record claim settlement 
performance.  This magnificent performance 
is a reflection of the commitment of the 
workforce and their hard work.  Having 
contributed to this record performance, it is 
natural to expect that their just demands are 
favourably considered.

The AIIEA strongly demand the opening 
of negotiations on upward wage revision.  
Negotiations on this important issue must 
begin on the basis of the financial strength and 
unmatched paying capacity of the institution.  
The external developments should not be 
imported to influence the course of our 
negotiations on wages.  The demand for a final 

option on pension is another issue pending 
for over a decade now.  It is true that pension 
is no longer an economic but a political issue.  
But the LIC cannot take refuge under the 
unwillingness of the government to concede 
this demand.  The LIC has committed to its 
employees to give a final option and therefore 
it must assert its rights with the government 
to secure this benefit for the employees.  It is 
basically the responsibility of LIC to ensure 
that its commitments are honoured. The LIC 
must stand up and fight for its autonomy.  In 
this fight they will have the full backing of the 
entire workforce.

The AIIEA expects serious discussions on 
both the monetary and non-monetary issues 
listed in the Charter of Demands. The residual 
issues of the last wage revision should also find 
resolutions fast.  The LIC must understand 
that its rich human resources are its greatest 
assets.  This has to be nurtured to meet a 
very challenging situation that is unfolding.  
The competition in the market is heating 
up.  The opportunities in the market have 
to be grabbed.  These challenges have to be 
met by both LIC and its workforce together.  
Therefore, it is necessary to settle the genuine 
demands of the employees early and create 
conditions necessary for the entire workforce 
to stand unitedly to defend and advance the 
interests of our great institution. We hope 
that it is with this spirit and understanding 
discussions are convened and held.    

The world is celebrating the 200 birth 
anniversary of Marx.  Karl Marx born 

on 5th May 1818 in Trier a city of Germany is 
acknowledged as one of the most influential 
personalities in the history of human race.  
Marxism which is a theory of liberation 
continues to inspire the working class to free 
itself from the yokes of exploitation.  

The greatest contribution of Marx was his 
brilliant analysis of human society on the basis 

Karl Marx  Remains Relevant

of historical development of class relations.  
He established that the history of mankind 
was shaped by the struggle between two 
antagonising classes. Marx spent a large part 
of his life analysing capitalism.  He pointed 
out that capitalism creates accumulation of 
wealth on one side and accumulation of misery 
on the other.  Therefore, he was convinced 
that resistance to capital is inevitable.  Marx 
developed his ideas not as an intellectual 
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sitting in a lonely place but by constantly 
connecting his ideas to the logic and history of 
ongoing struggles. Marx viewed capitalism as 
a most exploitative system making the life of 
workers a living hell.  He strongly advocated 
for movements of the workers to uproot 
capitalism and develop a new society based on 
human dignity, fairness, equality and justice.

The collapse of the socialist experiments 
in the latter half of 20th century and the global 
dominance of neo-liberalism were seen as the 
death of Marxism.  It was proclaimed that 
history has finally ended and there can be no 
system better than capitalism.  But Marx had 
asserted that capitalism is incapable of solving 
any problem of human beings and its ever 
increasing greed for profits and accumulation 
will lead to the massive destruction of both the 
nature and the human race. The apologists of 
capitalism are now forced to agree that with 
the unending crisis of the system, they jumped 
too fast to declare the end of history.  Marx 
and his ideas have come to haunt them as 
increasing number of people across the globe 
are looking to Marx and the ideas he developed 
to find solution to the present day problems.  

Today it is being acknowledged that 
Marx was absolutely right as the world is 
experiencing the worst phase in the crisis of 
capitalism. The world was never as unequal as 
it is today.  The unprecedented accumulation 
of capital has created massive inequalities in 
the world.  The 82 percent of the wealth created 
in 2017 globally went to the richest one percent 
of the population while 3.7 billion people 
who make up the poorest half of humanity 
got nothing. It is amazing that just 8 richest 
persons own the same wealth as these 3.7 

billion global poor.  Marx had clearly foreseen 
such inequalities based on his analysis of the 
character of capital. He had pointed out that 
in its infinite greed for profit maximisation 
and primitive accumulation, capitalism 
would relentlessly destroy the nature raising 
questions about the very survival of our planet.

Marx assigned a historical role to the 
working class as the grave diggers of capitalism.  
He analysed that working class is the force that 
is most capable and equipped to dethrone and 
replace capitalism by a better system.  Today 
the working class across the world is fighting 
a grim battle to protect itself from the vicious 
attacks by capital.  The working class must 
realise that it cannot be freed from exploitation 
and misery by seeking concessions from 
the system.  The struggle has to be towards 
totally ending the exploitation of capitalism 
and its replacement by a new society based 
on dignity of every human being. It is the 
historical responsibility of working class to 
defeat capitalism to ensure a future for both 
the nature and human race.

The Insurance Worker has decided to 
celebrate the 200 birth anniversary of this great 
philosopher.  In this issue we have brought two 
articles from eminent personalities on Marx 
and his work.  It is hoped that these articles will 
provide the necessary insight for our readers 
to understand the present day problems and 
the possible solutions.  

The glorious call of Marx “workers of the 
world unite” was never more relevant as it is 
today. It is more so in the case of India where 
the working class is subjected to vicious attacks 
by a neo-liberal regime. 

ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï AjÉïmÉÔhÉï WûÉå
LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. lÉå rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå LMü xÉÔcÉlÉÉ pÉåeÉÏ Wæû 

ÌMü uÉWû eÉsSÏ WûÏ ElWåûÇ ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï Måü ÍsÉrÉå oÉÑsÉÉLaÉÏ| 
rÉÔÌlÉrÉlÉÉåÇ xÉå rÉWû pÉÏ MüWûÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû ÌMü uÉå ElÉ ÌuÉwÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ xÉÔÍcÉiÉ MüUåÇ ÎeÉlÉMåü oÉÉUå qÉåÇ ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï 
WûÉålÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| rÉWû jÉÉåÄQûÉ xÉÉ AOûmÉOûÉ sÉaÉiÉÉ Wæû| L.AÉD.
AÉD.D.L. ÌmÉNûsÉå MÑüNû qÉWûÏlÉÉåÇ xÉå ElÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå EPûÉ UWûÏ 

Wæû ÎeÉlÉMüÉå WûsÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ AÌuÉsÉqoÉ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû| L.AÉD.
AÉD.D.L. Måü AÉuWûÉlÉ mÉU oÉÄRûÏ xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ lÉå 
ClÉ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï ÌuÉwÉrÉÉåÇ mÉU xÉUMüÉU uÉ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ.  Måü 
xÉÇuÉåSlÉWûÏlÉ ÃZÉ Måü ÌuÉUÉåkÉ qÉåÇ 28 qÉÉcÉï 2018 MüÉå LMü 
bÉÇOåû MüÐ WûÄQûiÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉaÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ jÉÉ|  L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L.lÉå 
AmÉlÉÉ qÉÉÇaÉ-mÉ§É 2 AaÉxiÉ 2017 MüÉå ÌlÉaÉqÉ Måü AkrÉ¤É 
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MüÉå xÉÉåÇmÉ ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| CxÉ qÉÉÇaÉ mÉ§É qÉåÇ lÉ MåüuÉsÉ qÉÉæÌSìMü 
qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå vÉÉÍqÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû uÉUlÉ xÉåuÉÉ-vÉiÉÉåïÇ xÉå eÉÑÄQåû 
WÒûL AlrÉ qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå pÉÏ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ ÌMürÉÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| 
qÉÉÇaÉ-mÉ§É MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ AÉvÉÉAÉåÇ uÉ AÉMüÉÇ¤ÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå 
mÉëÌiÉÌoÉÇÌuÉiÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû| AiÉÈ ÎeÉlÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ uÉ mÉëxiÉÉuÉÉåÇ mÉU WûqÉ 
ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï MüUlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå WæûÇ, uÉå xÉoÉMüÐ eÉÉlÉMüÉUÏ qÉåÇ 
Wæû| rÉWû AÉ¶ÉrÉïeÉlÉMü Wæû ÌMü ElÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉ AjÉïmÉÔhÉï uÉÉiÉÉï 
xÉå E¨ÉU SålÉå MüÐ oÉeÉÉrÉ WûqÉxÉå mÉÑlÉÈ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÔcÉÏ SålÉå 
MüÉå MüWûÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| AiÉÈ rÉWû ÌlÉwMüwÉï ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉÉ aÉsÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ WûÉåaÉÉ ÌMü ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï Måü mÉëxiÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ aÉqpÉÏUiÉÉ 
MüÐ MüqÉÏ Wæû| 

WûqÉÉUÉ rÉWû AlÉÑpÉuÉ UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü eÉoÉ ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï 
xÉÔcÉlÉÉ xÉÉfÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL WûÉåiÉÉ Wæû iÉoÉ pÉÏ eÉÉå xÉÔcÉlÉÉ 
xÉÉfÉÉ MüÐ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû uÉWû sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÉlÉMüÉUÏ qÉåÇ WûÉåiÉÏ Wæû| 
AÍkÉMüÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå rÉWû oÉÉiÉ AlÉåMü AuÉxÉUÉåÇ mÉU oÉiÉÉ SÏ 
aÉrÉÏ Wæû| lÉæaÉqÉ ÌSvÉÉ-ÌlÉSåïvÉ iÉrÉ MüU ÍsÉrÉå eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ iÉjÉÉ 
CxÉ vÉÏwÉïMü xÉå SxiÉÉuÉåeÉ eÉÉUÏ ÌMürÉå eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü `WûqÉlÉå 
rÉWû iÉrÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû' AÉæU CxÉ xÉÉUÏ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ qÉåÇ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ 
Måü xÉÇaÉPûlÉÉåÇ Måü mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ lrÉÔlÉiÉqÉ ÌuÉcÉÉU-
ÌuÉqÉvÉï pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| xÉÇaÉPûlÉÉåÇ Måü mÉëÌiÉÌlÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ 
xÉå ElÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉÉåÇ MüÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå MüWûÉ eÉÉiÉÉ 
Wæû eÉÉå mÉWûsÉå xÉå WûÏ sÉå ÍsÉrÉå eÉÉiÉå WæûÇ| CxÉ xÉÉUÏ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ 
qÉåÇ eÉÉå qÉWûiuÉÔmÉhÉï ÌuÉwÉrÉ aÉÉrÉoÉ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû uÉWû rÉWû Wæû 
ÌMü LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÐ ´ÉqÉvÉÌ£ü MüÉ CxÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ MüÐ 
MüÉrÉïmÉëhÉÉsÉÏ, uÉ×Ì® AÉæU xÉqÉ×Ì® qÉåÇ oÉWÒûiÉ oÉÄQûÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ 
Wæû iÉjÉÉ ElWåûÇ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ sÉålÉå MüÐ mÉëÌ¢ürÉÉ qÉåÇ xÉÎqqÉÍsÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
eÉÉlÉÉ AÉuÉvrÉMü Wæû| 

 L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L. WûqÉåvÉÉ WûÏ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
uÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå UÉåQû-qÉæmÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ WûÏ MüÉå AÉæ±ÉåÌaÉMü 
eÉlÉiÉl§É Måü ÍsÉrÉå qÉÉæÍsÉMü qÉÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû| rÉWû ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï 
MüÉå AcNûÏ oÉÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉ AÉSÉlÉ-mÉëSÉlÉ MüpÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ qÉÉlÉiÉÏ| 
CxÉÍsÉrÉå, L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L. ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï MüÉå cÉÉWåû uÉWû 
MüpÉÏ pÉÏ WûÉå, WûqÉåvÉÉ MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ Måü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉå WûsÉ MüUlÉå 
MüÐ ÌSvÉÉ qÉåÇ LMü aÉqpÉÏU, mÉëÌiÉoÉ® uÉ DqÉÉlÉSÉU mÉërÉÉxÉ 
qÉÉlÉiÉÏ Wæû|

ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ uÉwÉï 2017-18 qÉåÇ LMü oÉÉU mÉÑlÉÈ LsÉ.AÉD.
xÉÏ. lÉå oÉWÒûiÉ AcNûÉ MüÉqÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| MÑüsÉ mÉëÏÍqÉrÉqÉ AÉrÉ 
mÉëÉuÉÍkÉMü iÉÉæU mÉU 3.17 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå AÉÇMüÐ aÉrÉÏ 
Wæû| ÌlÉaÉqÉ MüÐ MÑüsÉ AÉrÉ 5 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû ÃmÉrÉå WûÉålÉå 
MüÐ xÉqpÉÉuÉlÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ MÑüsÉ xÉqmÉÍ¨É Måü 30 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû 
ÃmÉrÉå Måü AÉxÉmÉÉxÉ WûÉålÉå MüÉ AlÉÑqÉÉlÉ Wæû| ÌlÉaÉqÉ lÉå aÉëÉWûMü 
xÉÇiÉÑÌ¹ MüÉ oÉWÒûiÉ FÆcÉÉ qÉÉlÉMü mÉëÉmiÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ CxÉMüÉ 
SÉuÉÉ ÌlÉmÉOûÉUå MüÉ ËUMüÉQïû vÉÉlÉSÉU Wæû| rÉWû AcNûÉ MüÉrÉï 
´ÉqÉvÉÌ£ü Måü AcNåû MüÉrÉï Måü mÉëÌiÉ uÉcÉlÉuÉ®iÉÉ uÉ MüÌPûlÉ 

mÉËU´ÉqÉ MüÉå WûÏ SvÉÉïiÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ ËUMüÉQïû MüÉrÉïmÉëhÉÉsÉÏ Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå AmÉlÉÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ MüUlÉå Måü mÉ¶ÉÉiÉ rÉWû xuÉÉpÉÉÌuÉMü WûÏ 
Wæû ÌMü uÉWû CxÉ iÉUWû MüÐ AÉvÉÉ MüUå ÌMü ExÉMüÐ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ mÉU 
ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| 

 L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L. uÉåiÉlÉqÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉå FmÉU MüÐ AÉåU 
xÉÇvÉÉåÍkÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå eÉÉåUSÉU qÉÉÇaÉ MüUiÉÏ Wæû| CxÉ 
qÉWûiuÉmÉÔhÉï qÉÑ¬å mÉU oÉÉiÉcÉÏiÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ MüÐ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ vÉÌ£ü uÉ 
ExÉMüÐ mÉëSÉlÉ MüUlÉå MüÐ AiÉÑsÉlÉÏrÉ ¤ÉqÉiÉÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU 
mÉU vÉÑÃ MüÐ eÉÉlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| uÉåiÉlÉ mÉU oÉÉiÉcÉÏiÉ Måü SÉæUÉlÉ 
mÉëpÉÉÌuÉiÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå oÉÉWûU Måü bÉOûlÉÉ¢üqÉ MüÉå AÉrÉÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| mÉålvÉlÉ Måü AÎliÉqÉ ÌuÉMüsmÉ MüÐ 
qÉÉÇaÉ sÉaÉpÉaÉ LMü SvÉMü xÉå pÉÏ erÉÉSÉ xÉqÉrÉ xÉå sÉÎqoÉiÉ 
Wæû| rÉWû xÉWûÏ Wæû ÌMü mÉålvÉlÉ AÉÍjÉïMü qÉÑ¬É lÉWûÏÇ UWû aÉrÉÉ Wæû 
AÉæU uÉWû UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü qÉÑ¬É erÉÉSÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ LsÉ.
AÉD.xÉÏ. CxÉ qÉÉÇaÉ MüÉå xuÉÏMüÉU MüUlÉå qÉåÇ WûqÉåvÉÉ xÉUMüÉU 
MüÐ AxÉWûqÉÌiÉ MüÉ xÉWûÉUÉ lÉWûÏÇ sÉå xÉMüiÉÏ| LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. 
lÉå AmÉlÉå MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ xÉå AÎliÉqÉ ÌuÉMüsmÉ MüÉ uÉÉSÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
Wæû iÉjÉÉ CxÉÍsÉrÉå LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÉå xÉUMüÉU xÉå CxÉ qÉÉÇaÉ 
MüÉå xuÉÏMüÉU MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉWûqÉiÉ WûÉålÉå MüÐ qÉÉÇaÉ MüUlÉÏ 
cÉÉÌWûrÉå| rÉWû LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ.MüÐ qÉÔsÉpÉÔiÉ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ Wæû ÌMü uÉWû 
xÉÑÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ MüUå ÌMü ExÉMåü uÉÉSå MüÉ xÉqqÉÉlÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| 
LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÉå AmÉlÉÏ xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉÇbÉwÉï MüUlÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûrÉå iÉjÉÉ sÉÄQûÉD sÉÄQûlÉÏ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| CxÉ sÉÄQûÉD qÉåÇ ExÉå 
xÉqmÉÔhÉï ´ÉqÉvÉÌ£ü MüÉ xÉqÉjÉïlÉ ÍqÉsÉlÉÉ iÉrÉ Wæû| 

 L.AÉD.AÉD.D.L. rÉWû EqqÉÏS MüUiÉÏ Wæû ÌMü qÉÉÇaÉ-mÉ§É 
qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ qÉÉæÌSìMü uÉ aÉæU qÉÉæÌSìMü SÉålÉÉåÇ WûÏ iÉUWû Måü qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ 
mÉU aÉqpÉÏU ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï WûÉåaÉÉ| ÌmÉNûsÉå uÉåiÉlÉ xÉÇvÉÉåkÉlÉ 
Måü vÉåwÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÉ pÉÏ iÉåeÉÏ Måü xÉÉjÉ WûsÉ ÌlÉMüÉsÉ ÍsÉrÉÉ 
eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. MüÉå rÉWû xÉqÉfÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü 
CxÉMüÉ qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ WûÏ CxÉMüÐ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÏ 
xÉqmÉÍ¨É Wæû| eÉÉå ÎxjÉÌiÉ AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ Wæû ExÉMüÐ cÉÑlÉÉæiÉÏ MüÉ 
xÉÉqÉlÉÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ MüÉå mÉÉåÌwÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ 
eÉÉlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå| oÉÉeÉÉU qÉåÇ mÉëÌiÉxmÉkÉÉï oÉÄRû UWûÏ Wæû| oÉÉeÉÉU 
Måü AuÉxÉUÉåÇ mÉU ÌaÉUniÉ oÉlÉÉlÉÏ WûÉåaÉÏ| ClÉ cÉÑlÉÉæÌiÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉ 
xÉÉqÉlÉÉ LsÉ.AÉD.xÉÏ. uÉ ExÉMüÐ ´ÉqÉ-vÉÌ£ü SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÉå WûÏ 
MüUlÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ| CxÉÍsÉrÉå MüqÉïcÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÐ eÉÉrÉeÉ qÉÉÇaÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
eÉsSÏ WûÏ xuÉÏMüÉU ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉlÉÉ eÉÃUÏ Wæû iÉÉÌMü LåxÉÏ 
ÎxjÉÌiÉ mÉæSÉ MüÐ eÉÉ xÉMåü ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ xÉqmÉÔhÉï ́ ÉqÉ-vÉÌ£ü LMü 
WûÉåMüU ZÉÄQûÏ WûÉå eÉÉrÉå iÉjÉÉ CxÉ qÉWûÉlÉ xÉÇxjÉÉ Måü ÌWûiÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
AÉaÉå oÉÄRûÉ xÉMåüÇ| WûqÉ AÉvÉÉ MüUiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü CxÉ pÉÉuÉlÉÉ uÉ 
xÉqÉfÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ ÌuÉcÉÉU-ÌuÉqÉvÉï AÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ 
uÉ AÉaÉå oÉRåûaÉÉ| 
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SÒÌlÉrÉÉ pÉU qÉåÇ MüÉsÉï qÉÉYxÉï MüÉ 200uÉÉÇ eÉlqÉÌSuÉxÉ 
(Ì²vÉiÉÏ) qÉlÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| 5 qÉD 1818 MüÉå eÉqÉïlÉÏ Måü 
OíûÏrÉU vÉWûU qÉåÇ eÉlqÉå MüÉsÉï qÉÉYxÉï MüÉå qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü 
CÌiÉWûÉxÉ qÉåÇ xÉoÉxÉå mÉëpÉÉuÉvÉÉsÉÏ vÉÎZxÉrÉiÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ qÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉiÉÉ 
Wæû| qÉÉYxÉïuÉÉS eÉÉåÌMü qÉÑÌ£ü MüÉ ÍxÉ®ÉliÉ Wæû, qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï 
MüÉå vÉÉåwÉhÉ Måü eÉÑL xÉå qÉÑ£ü MüUÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL mÉëåUhÉÉ SålÉÉ 
eÉÉUÏ UZÉå WÒûL Wæû| 

qÉÉYxÉï  MüÉ xÉoÉxÉå oÉÄQûÉ rÉÉåaÉSÉlÉ uÉaÉï xÉqoÉlkÉÉåÇ Måü 
LÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ 
ElÉMüÉ AlÉÉåZÉÉ ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ Wæû| ElWûÉåÇlÉå xjÉÉÌmÉiÉ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ 
ÌMü qÉÉlÉuÉ xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ CÌiÉWûÉxÉ SÉå ÌuÉUÉåkÉÏ uÉaÉÉåïÇ Måü qÉkrÉ 
xÉÇbÉwÉï MüÐ vÉYsÉ AÎZiÉrÉÉU MüUåaÉÉ| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå AmÉlÉå 
eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉ oÉÄQûÉ pÉÉaÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS Måü ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ qÉåÇ ÌoÉiÉÉrÉÉ 
jÉÉ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå oÉiÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS LMü AÉåU kÉlÉ Måü 
xÉÇcÉrÉ MüÉ ÌlÉqÉÉïhÉ MüUiÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ SÕxÉUÏ AÉåU qÉÉlÉuÉ SÒaÉïÌiÉ 
MüÉ| CxÉÍsÉrÉå uÉå mÉÔhÉïÃmÉåhÉ xÉÇiÉÑ¹ jÉå ÌMü mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÉ 
ÌuÉUÉåkÉ MüUlÉÉ AÉuÉvrÉMü Wæû| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå AmÉlÉå ÍxÉ®ÉliÉÉåÇ 
MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ AMåüsÉå xjÉÉlÉ mÉU oÉæPûMüU LMü oÉÑÌ®eÉÏuÉÏ 
MüÐ iÉUWû lÉWûÏÇ ÌMürÉÉ jÉÉ oÉÎsMü ElWûÉåÇlÉå AmÉlÉå ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉå 
ÌlÉUliÉU SvÉïlÉ uÉ AÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÇbÉwÉÉåïÇ Måü CÌiÉWûÉxÉ xÉå eÉÉåÄQûÉ 
jÉÉ| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÉå AoÉ iÉMü MüÐ xÉoÉxÉå AÍkÉMü 
vÉÉåwÉMü urÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü ÃmÉ qÉåÇ SåZÉÉ jÉÉ ÎeÉxÉlÉå ´ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü 
eÉÏuÉlÉ MüÉå lÉUMü oÉlÉÉ ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ| uÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÉå EZÉÉÄQû 
TåüÇMülÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå ́ ÉÍqÉMüÉåÇ Måü AÉlSÉåsÉlÉÉåÇ MüÐ uÉMüÉsÉiÉ MüUiÉå 
jÉå iÉjÉÉ qÉÉlÉuÉ aÉËUqÉÉ, lrÉÉrÉ, oÉUÉoÉUÏ AÉæU AcNûÉD mÉU 
AÉkÉÉËUiÉ LMü lÉrÉå xÉqÉÉeÉ MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ MüUlÉÉ cÉÉWûiÉå jÉå| 

20uÉÏÇ vÉiÉÉoSÏ Måü E¨ÉUÉïkÉ qÉåÇ xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉSÏ aÉÌiÉÌuÉÍkÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü RûWû eÉÉlÉå iÉjÉÉ lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉS ²ÉUÉ ÌuÉÍµÉMü mÉëpÉÑiuÉ mÉëÉmiÉ 
MüUlÉå MüÉå uÉå qÉÉYxÉïuÉÉS MüÐ qÉ×irÉÑ xÉqÉfÉiÉå jÉå| AlÉåMü 
ÌuÉ®ÉlÉÉåÇ ²ÉUÉ rÉWû bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ MüÐ aÉD jÉÏ ÌMü CÌiÉWûÉxÉ MüÉ AliÉ 
WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû iÉjÉÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS xÉå AcNûÏ MüÉåD urÉuÉxjÉÉ lÉWûÏÇ 
WûÉå xÉMüiÉÏ Wæû| sÉåÌMülÉ qÉÉYxÉï lÉå MüWûÉ jÉÉ ÌMü mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS 
qÉÉlÉuÉ CÌiÉWûÉxÉ MüÐ ÌMüxÉÏ xÉqÉxrÉÉ MüÉå WûsÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU 
xÉMüiÉÉ iÉjÉÉ qÉÑlÉÉTüÉåÇ uÉ xÉÇcÉrÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå CxÉMüÉ oÉÄRûiÉÉ 
WÒûAÉ sÉÉsÉcÉ mÉëM×üÌiÉ uÉ qÉÉlÉuÉ eÉÉÌiÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ MüÉå WûÏ pÉÉUÏ 
oÉoÉÉïSÏ Måü MüaÉÉU mÉU sÉå eÉÉrÉåaÉÉ| AoÉ eÉÉMüU mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS Måü 
mÉæUÉåMüÉU rÉWû qÉÉlÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå ÌuÉuÉvÉ WÒûL WæûÇ ÌMü urÉuÉxjÉÉ 
Måü ZÉiqÉ lÉ WûÉålÉå uÉÉsÉå xÉÇMüOû Måü MüÉUhÉ WûÏ uÉå CxÉ ÌlÉwMüwÉï 
mÉU MÔüS mÉÄQåû jÉå ÌMü CÌiÉWûÉxÉ MüÉ AÇiÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| qÉÉYxÉï 
AÉæU ElÉMåü ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ lÉå ElÉMüÉå xÉiÉÉlÉÉ vÉÑÃ MüU ÌSrÉÉ jÉÉ 
YrÉÉåÇÌMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ oÉÄRûiÉÏ WÒûD xÉÇZrÉÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ lÉå qÉÉYxÉï  
AÉåU ElÉMåü ÌuÉcÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ iÉUTü SåZÉÉ eÉÉå ElWûÉåÇlÉå ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ 
ÌMürÉå jÉå iÉÉÌMü uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ rÉÑaÉ MüÐ xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå xÉqÉÉmiÉ 

MüÉsÉï qÉÉYxÉï  AoÉ pÉÏ mÉëÉxÉÇÌaÉMü WæûÇ
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉ xÉMåü| 

AÉeÉ rÉWû qÉÉlÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû ÌMü qÉÉYxÉï LMü SqÉ xÉWûÏ 
jÉå eÉoÉÌMü SÒÌlÉrÉÉ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS Måü ÌuÉMüÉxÉ Måü xÉoÉxÉå oÉÑUå 
SÉæU xÉå aÉÑeÉUlÉå MüÉ AlÉÑpÉuÉ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| SÒÌlÉrÉÉ MüpÉÏ 
pÉÏ CiÉlÉÏ AxÉqÉÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÏ ÎeÉiÉlÉÏ ÌMü uÉWû AÉeÉ Wæû| 
mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ApÉÔiÉmÉÔuÉï xÉÇcÉrÉ lÉå SÒÌlÉrÉÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUÏ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ 
mÉæSÉ MüÐ Wæû| 2017 qÉåÇ mÉæSÉ MüÐ aÉD MÑüsÉ xÉqmÉÍ¨É MüÉ 
82 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ Måü LMü mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ xÉoÉxÉå kÉlÉÏ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ 
Måü mÉÉxÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû eÉoÉÌMü qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ Måü AÉkÉå ÌWûxxÉå AjÉÉïiÉ 
xÉoÉxÉå aÉUÏoÉ 3.7 AUoÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ MüÉå CxÉqÉåÇ xÉå MÑüNû pÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
ÍqÉsÉÉ Wæû| rÉWû AÉ¶ÉrÉïeÉlÉMü Wæû ÌMü MåüuÉsÉ 8 xÉoÉxÉå kÉlÉÏ 
urÉÌ£ürÉÉåÇ MüÐ xÉqmÉÍ¨É eÉlÉxÉÇZrÉÉ Måü AÉkÉå ClÉ 3.7 AUoÉ 
aÉUÏoÉ sÉÉåaÉÉåÇ Måü oÉUÉoÉU Wæû| qÉÉYxÉï lÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü cÉËU§É Måü 
ÌuÉvsÉåwÉhÉ Måü AÉkÉÉU mÉU CxÉ AxÉqÉÉlÉiÉÉ MüÉå xmÉ¹ ÃmÉ 
xÉå SåZÉÉ jÉÉ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå oÉiÉÉrÉÉ jÉÉ ÌMü qÉÑlÉÉTåü MüÉå AÍkÉMüiÉqÉ 
MüUlÉå uÉ mÉëÉjÉÍqÉMü xÉÇcÉrÉ Måü sÉÉsÉcÉ qÉåÇ mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS ÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ 
ÃmÉ xÉå mÉëM×üÌiÉ MüÉå WûÏ lÉ¹ MüU SåaÉÉ iÉjÉÉ CxÉxÉå WûqÉÉUå 
aÉëWû mÉ×juÉÏ Måü ÎeÉlSÉ UWûlÉå mÉU pÉÏ xÉuÉÉsÉ EPû ZÉQåû WûÉåÇaÉå| 

qÉÉYxÉï lÉå qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÐ MüoÉë ZÉÉåSlÉå 
uÉÉsÉÉåÇ MüÐ LÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ MüÐ xÉÇ¥ÉÉ SÏ jÉÏ| ElWûÉåÇlÉå 
urÉÉZrÉÉ MüÐ jÉÏ ÌMü qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÉå ZÉiqÉ MüUMåü 
ÌMüxÉÏ AcNûÏ urÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå AmÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå xÉoÉxÉå 
qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ uÉ vÉÌ£üvÉÉsÉÏ iÉÉMüiÉ Wæû| AÉeÉ SÒÌlÉrÉÉ uÉaÉï MüÉ 
qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï mÉÔÇeÉÏ Måü ÌuÉwÉåsÉå WûqÉsÉÉåÇ xÉå AmÉlÉÏ U¤ÉÉ MüUlÉå 
MüÉ aÉqpÉÏU rÉÑ® sÉÄQû UWûÉ Wæû| qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÉå rÉWû qÉWûxÉÔxÉ 
MüUlÉÉ cÉÉÌWûrÉå ÌMü urÉuÉxjÉÉ xÉå ËUrÉÉrÉiÉåÇ mÉëÉmiÉ MüUMåü uÉWû 
vÉÉåwÉhÉ uÉ SÒaÉïÌiÉ xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü lÉWûÏÇ mÉÉ xÉMüiÉÉ| xÉÇbÉwÉï QûUÉuÉlÉå 
mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉSÏ vÉÉåwÉhÉ Måü mÉÔhÉï ÃmÉ xÉå ZÉiqÉ MüUlÉå MüÉ WûÉålÉÉ 
cÉÉÌWûrÉå| mÉÔÇeÉÏuÉÉS MüÉ WûUÉlÉÉ qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï MüÐ LÌiÉWûÉÍxÉMü 
ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ Wæû iÉÉÌMü mÉëM×üÌiÉ LuÉÇ qÉÉlÉuÉ eÉÉÌiÉ SÉålÉÉåÇ Måü WûÏ  
pÉÌuÉwrÉ MüÐ xÉÑU¤ÉÉ xÉÑÌlÉÍ¶ÉiÉ MüÐ eÉÉ xÉMåü| 

ClvrÉÉåUålxÉ uÉMïüU lÉå CxÉ qÉWûÉlÉ SÉvÉïÌlÉMü MüÉ 200uÉÉÇ 
eÉlqÉÌSuÉxÉ qÉlÉÉlÉå MüÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ ÌMürÉÉ Wæû| CxÉ AÇMü qÉåÇ WûqÉ 
qÉÉYxÉï   LuÉÇ ElÉMåü MüÉrÉÉåïÇ Måü FmÉU SÉå ÌuÉZrÉÉiÉ vÉÎZxÉrÉiÉÉåÇ 
Måü sÉåZÉ mÉëxÉÉËUiÉ MüUåÇaÉå| WûqÉåÇ AÉvÉÉ Wæû ÌMü mÉëxiÉÑiÉ sÉåZÉ  
WûqÉÉUå mÉÉPûMüÉåÇ MüÉå uÉiÉïqÉÉlÉ xÉqÉrÉ MüÐ xÉqÉxrÉÉAÉåÇ AÉæU 
ElÉMåü xÉqpÉÉÌuÉiÉ WûsÉ MüÉå ZÉÉåeÉlÉå MüÐ vÉÌ£ü mÉëSÉlÉ 
MüUåÇaÉå| qÉÉYxÉï  MüÉ rÉWû vÉÌ£üvÉÉsÉÏ AÉuWûÉlÉ Måü “SÒÌlÉrÉÉ 
Måü qÉeÉSÕUÉåÇ LMü WûÉå” MüpÉÏ pÉÏ CiÉlÉÉ mÉëÉxÉÇÌaÉMü lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ 
ÎeÉiÉlÉÉ ÌMü AoÉ Wæû| rÉWû pÉÉUiÉ Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå qÉåÇ AÉæU pÉÏ 
erÉÉSÉ xÉWûÏ Wæû YrÉÉåÇÌMü rÉWûÉÇ Måü qÉeÉSÕU uÉaÉï Måü FmÉU 
lÉuÉ-ESÉUuÉÉSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ ²ÉUÉ ÌuÉwÉæsÉå WûqÉsÉå ÌMürÉå eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| 
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A letter to the Finance Minister on

Functional  Autonomy of LIC and  Some  Issues of  Employees
All India Insurance Employees Union has written a letter on 9th May 2018 to                                    

the Finance Minister on the above subject.  The letter is reproduced here.
“Our organisation represents over 80% of 

Class III and IV employees working in LIC. 
We are playing a very constructive role in the 
progress of our great institution and helping 
it to fulfil the objectives for which it was set 
up. However, for quite sometime now, we 
are observing that there is a dilution in the 
functional autonomy of LIC and this is having 
a serious impact on both the functioning of the 
Institution and the industrial relations.

Before we express our concerns, we are 
happy to inform you that LIC has recorded 
yet another spectacular performance for 
the financial year 2017-18. The LIC has 
underwritten a record First Year Premium 
Income of Rs.1,34,551.68 crore. It has sold 
2,13,38,176 new individual policies apart from 
covering a large number of people through 
group insurance schemes. We expect LIC to 
earn a total premium income of over 3.4 lakh 
crore and continue to dominate the market. 
The assets under management are set to 
rise to nearly 30 lakh crore. The LIC is also 
a stabilising force in the stock markets with 
an equity holding of over 6 lakh crore. This 
magnificent progress has been made possible 
due to the policy initiatives of the LIC Board 
as also the commitment of the workforce. We 
may also point out that the productivity of 
workforce in LIC is ever increasing and the 
operating expenses of LIC are the lowest in the 
industry. There is a huge potential for further 
growth and we hope that the government will 
help by reconsidering the GST levied on life 
and health insurance policies.

However, we are disappointed over some 
developments in the recent past on the long 
pending issues of the employees. The last 
wage revision in LIC was concluded in 2015 
after three years of intense negotiations. One 
of the important issues discussed and agreed 
upon was the introduction of Five Day Week 
in LIC on the lines existing in the Public Sector 
General Insurance Industry. The offer was 
made to the unions after the approval of the 
LIC Board and the unions accepted it as a part 

of the wage agreement. It is unfortunate that 
after three years, the Department of Financial 
Services has decided to overturn this

recommendation of LIC Board and a 
notification is issued on April 23, 2018 
declaring the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of every 
month as off. The LIC has issued instructions 
that the remaining Saturdays of the month as 
full working days on the lines of Banks. This 
decision has undermined both the process 
of collective bargaining and the functional 
autonomy of LIC. We, therefore, request you to 
reconsider the issue and give your acceptance 
to the original recommendations of LIC Board.

The second issue which has created 
industrial unrest is on the demand for a Final 
Option on Pension. The Pension Scheme was 
introduced in the year 1995 in LIC in lieu of 
Employer’s contribution towards PF. Since 
a substantial number of employees did not 
exercise their option within the stipulated 
time, another option was give in 1996. Majority 
of the employees joined the pension scheme 
and around 12 percent chose to remain in PF. 
However with some improvements in the 
Pension Scheme and the change in the interest 
regime, we raised a demand that a Final Option 
should be given to those employees who had 
earlier not exercised the option. This demand 
was raised during the wage negotiations in the 
year 2007 and was well appreciated by LIC. 
The LIC has made recommendations several 
times to the government that a Final Option 
can be given and the small cost can be absorbed 
with increasing volumes of premium income. 
Unfortunately there is no positive response 
from the government on this issue. We may 
bring to your notice that an Option was given 
to Bank employees in 2010 and four options 
were given in RBI with every improvement 
in the Pension Scheme. The Pension Scheme 
as it stands today has many improvements 
over the scheme introduced in the year 1995 
and therefore it is in the fairness of justice that 
a Final Option be given to the employees to 
join or not to join the Scheme. We seek your 
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The Supreme Court on 16th May 2018 upheld 

the distinction between pre-November 2002 

bank retirees and post-November 2002 retirees 
in payment of dearness relief as it said both 

the categories of retirees stand on different 

footing and the parameters which govern the 
computation of dearness relief are also on a 
different level, while also noting that any stepping 
up of benefit for a section of employees is 

bound to inflate the figure of Rs.1288 crores per 
annum which was set apart for the benefit of 
the employees vide a 2005 bipartite settlement. 

 A bench of Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel and 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit said so while deciding 
the appeal filed by the United Bank of India and 
others against the Calcutta High Court judgment 
of September, 2016, whereby it was held that 
there was no justification for making a distinction 
between pre- and post-2002 retirees and the 
appellant (bank) must pay dearness relief to all 

pensioners at the same rate. 
The Supreme Court has clearly misunderstood 

the demand for hundred percent Dearness 

Allowance irrespective of the date of retirement.  
DA is compensation against price rise to protect 
the erosion of real pension or wages. The 
introduction of full compensation for price rise 
is a new benefit replacing the earlier graded 
compensation.  Introducing a new benefit with 
a arbitrary cut off date violates Article 14 of the 
Constitution. The Bank employees asking for the 
same level of compensation for everyone against 
price rise is totally justified.  The wage load of 
Rs.1288 crore agreed for was as on 1.11.2002 and 
not annually for the duration of the agreement. 
The Banks had to bear additional cost after 
the coming into effect of the wage revision for 
increase in Dearness allowance and increase 

in other components of wages.  Therefore 
any future payment of dearness allowance as 

compensation against price rise at an identical 
rate would not have had any impact on the wage 

bill as on 1.11.2002.  It needs to be seen what the 
Bank retirees will do next in the circumstances. 

SC Upholds discrimination between 
Pre- and Post-Nov 2002 

Bank Retirees for Dearness Relief

intervention and request you to consider this 
demand of the employees favourably.

The Wage Revision in LIC has fallen due 
on 1st August 2017. But negotiations are yet 
to open on the plea that there is no approval 
from the government. Having contributed to 
the growth and prosperity of the Institution, 
the employees are looking for a wage revision 
commensurate with the paying capacity of the 
institution. We have already mentioned that 
the operating expenses and the cost of wages 
as a percentage of premium income in LIC are 
the lowest in the industry. We request you to 
permit LIC to hold discussions and settle the 
issue amicably at an early date.

Finally, we assure you that our organisation 
will continue to play a constructive role and 
help LIC meet the social obligations. We also 
request you to strengthen the LIC Board and 
make LIC a truly Board Managed Corporation 
in the wider interests of the policyholders, 
employees and the nation as a whole.

We look forward to a positive response from 
you on the concerns and issues represented.”

RBI STAFF AGITATE ON 
PENSION OPTION

The Parl iamentary Committee on 
subordinate legislation had recommended 
that RBI should be allowed to decide the 
service conditions of its workforce and that 
it should be allowed to offer one more option 
to join the defined benefit pension scheme to 
the employees.  The RBI had proposed to the 
government that it should be permitted to offer 
updating of pension and also give another 
pension option to its employees and officers 
through a very convincing letter written by 
the Governor Sri Urjit Patel on October 9, 
2017.  The Government unfortunately has 
rejected both the recommendations of the 
Parliamentary Committee and the proposal 
of the RBI.  The Government through a letter 
dated 26th February 2018 has informed the 
RBI that that its proposal for updation of 
pension and one more pension option is 
turned down. 

The RBI employees and Officers have 
planned a series of agitational programs 
protesting against the attitude of the 
government.  The AIIEA extends solidarity and 
support to the agitation of the RBI employees 
and officers.
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Implement the Supreme Court Order on CGIT Award
AIIEA WRITES TO CHAIRMAN ON 15TH MAY 2018

“The Supreme Court through the above 

Order has directed LIC to consider absorption of 
the candidates who have been in employment 

between 20.5.1985 to 4.3.91 as per the 
eligibility conditions decided by the CGIT.

We have been representing to you that 
the interpretation of the CGIT Award and the 
Supreme Court Judgement by LIC is legally 

not tenable. We had pointed out that the 
CGIT Award and the subsequent order of the 
Supreme Court is undeniably applicable to all 

the workmen as Section 18(3) (d) of the ID Act 
makes it quite clear that where the party to the 
dispute is composed of workmen; all persons 

who were employed in the establishment or 

part of the establishment, as the case may be, 
to which the dispute relates on the date of the 

dispute are covered. The Hon’ble High Court of 
Judicature at Hyderabad too clearly upheld our 

contention when it passed orders on 11th July 

2017 that:

“Prima facie, sub-Clause (c) in Clause (iv) 
of Para no.2 of the Central Office Circular 
dt.16.05.2017 is in contravention of the order 
dt.18.03.2015 in Civil Appeal No.6950 of 2009 
and batch, decided by the Supreme Court, and 
the Supreme Court did not confine it only to 
persons who are petitioners before the Central 

Government Industrial Tribunal and whose 
names are filed before the said Tribunal by the 
employees of the organization.

Therefore, there shall be interim direction 
to respondents to consider absorbing the 

petitioners in terms of applications submitted 
by them pursuant to notice dt.21.07.2015 along 
with others without reference to the aforesaid 

sub-clause in the Circular dt.16.05.2017 within 
a period of four (04) weeks from the date of 
receipt of a copy of the order’’.

It is unfortunate that instead of 

implementing the clear orders of the Supreme 
Court and the High Court at Hyderabad, the LIC 
chose to deny the benefit of the judgements 
by incorporating conditions external to the said 
orders by prolonging the litigation. The Orders of 
both the High Court and Supreme Court validate 

the arguments of the AIIEA. The Supreme Court 
Order dated 11th May 2018 leaves no scope for 

any ambiguity on this score.

We, therefore, request you to implement the 
order of the Supreme Court in letter and spirit 
by considering the applications of all eligible 
candidates for absorption. We hope that you will 
take the issue for an amicable closure without 

resorting to prolonging the legal battle.”

BANK EMPLOYEES TO STRIKE FOR WAGE REVISION
The Bank employees and Officers have decided to go on a two day strike on May 30th and 

31st, 2018 protesting against the paltry offer of two percent wage rise.

The wage revision in Banks fell due on 1.11.2017.  Negotiations started much before the due 
date of the wage revision.  After several rounds of discussions, the IBA has offered a wage rise 
of 2 percent which was rightly rejected by the Bank Unions.  The IBA has taken a stand that 
the increasing non-performing assets and consequent hit on profits or losses for the Banks do 
not leave any scope for a better offer.  The Unions have jointly decided to protest against this 
unjust stand with a two day strike.

The AIIEA extends solidarity to the Bank employees and officers and supports their just 
strike on 30th and 31st May 2018.
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Happy Birthday, Karl Marx. 
You Were Right!
 Prof. Jason Barker 
                              (Courtesy: New York Times 30/4/18)

This article appeared in  the New York Times, published from the 
leading country of capitalsm today, on 30th April, 2018. 
“ W e  h a v e  b e c o m e  u s e d  t o  t h e  g o - g e t t i n g  m a n t r a  
that to effect social change we first have to change ourselves. But 
enlightened or rational thinking is not enough, since 
the norms of thinking are already skewed by the 
structures of male privilege and social hierarchy, even 
down to the language we use. Changing those norms 
entails changing the very foundations of society” 
says the author, who is an associate professor of philosophy at 

Kyung Hee University in South Korea  and author of the novel  

“Marx Returns.”

On May 5, 1818, in the southern German 
town of Trier, in the picturesque wine-

growing region of the Moselle Valley, Karl 
Marx was born. At the time Trier was one-tenth 
the size it is today, with a population of around 
12,000. According to one of Marx’s recent 
biographers, Jürgen Neffe, Trier is one of those 
towns where “although everyone doesn’t 
know everyone, many know a lot about many.”

Such provincial constraints were no match 
for Marx’s boundless intellectual enthusiasm. 
Rare were the radical thinkers of the major 
European capitals of his day that he either failed 
to meet or would fail to break with on theoretical 
grounds, including his German contemporaries 
Wilhelm Weitling and Bruno Bauer; the 
French “bourgeois socialist” Pierre-Joseph 
Proudhon, as Marx and Friedrich Engels would 
label him in their “Communist Manifesto”; and 
the Russian anarchist Mikhail Bakunin.

In 1837 Marx reneged on the legal career 
that his father, himself a lawyer, had mapped 
out for him and immersed himself instead in 
the speculative philosophy of G.W.F. Hegel at 
the University of Berlin. One might say that 
it was all downhill from there. The deeply 
conservative Prussian government didn’t take 
kindly to such revolutionary thinking (Hegel’s 

philosophy advocated a rational liberal state), 
and by the start of the next decade Marx’s 
chosen career path as a university professor 
had been blocked.

If ever there were a convincing case to be 
made for the dangers of philosophy, then surely 
it’s Marx’s discovery of Hegel, whose “grotesque 
craggy melody” repelled him at first but which 
soon had him dancing deliriously through 
the streets of Berlin. As Marx confessed to 
his father in an equally delirious letter in 
November 1837, “I wanted to embrace every 
person standing on the street-corner.”

 As we reach the bicentennial of Marx’s 
birth, what lessons might we draw from his     
dangerous and delirious philosophical legacy?

What  precise ly  is  Marx’s  last ing 
contribution?

Today the legacy would appear to be alive and 
well. Since the turn of the millennium countless 
books have appeared, from scholarly works 
to popular biographies, broadly endorsing 
Marx’s reading of capitalism and its enduring 
relevance to our neoliberal age.

In 2002, the French philosopher Alain 
Badiou declared at a conference I attended in 
London that Marx had become the philosopher 
of the middle class. What did he mean? I believe 
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he meant that educated liberal opinion is today 
more or less unanimous in its agreement that 
Marx’s basic thesis — that capitalism is driven 
by a deeply divisive class struggle in which the 
ruling-class minority appropriates the surplus 
labor of the working-class majority as profit 
— is correct. Even liberal economists such as 
Nouriel Roubini agree that Marx’s conviction 
that capitalism has an inbuilt tendency to 
destroy itself remains as prescient as ever.

But this is where the unanimity abruptly 
ends. While most are in agreement about 
Marx’s diagnosis of capitalism, opinion on 
how to treat its “disorder” is thoroughly 
divided. And this is where Marx’s originality 
and profound importance as a philosopher lies.

First, let’s be clear: Marx arrives at no magic 
formula for exiting the enormous social and 
economic contradictions that global capitalism 
entails (according to Oxfam, 82 percent of 
the global wealth generated in 2017 went to 
the world’s richest 1 percent). What Marx 
did achieve, however, through his self-styled 
materialist thought, were the critical weapons 
for undermining capitalism’s ideological claim 
to be the only game in town.

In the “Communist Manifesto,” Marx and 
Engels wrote: “The bourgeoisie has stripped 
of its halo every occupation hitherto honored 
and looked up to with reverent awe. It has 
converted the physician, the lawyer, the priest, 
the poet, the man of science, into its paid wage 
laborers.”

Marx was convinced that capitalism would 
soon make relics of them. The inroads that 
artificial intelligence is currently making into 
medical diagnosis and surgery, for instance, 

bears out the argument in the “Manifesto” 
that technology would greatly accelerate the 
“division of labor,” or the deskilling of such 
professions.

To better understand how Marx achieved 
his lasting global impact - an impact arguably 
greater and wider than any other philosopher’s 
before or after him - we can begin with his 
relationship to Hegel. What was it about 
Hegel’s work that so captivated Marx? As 
he informed his father, early encounters 
with Hegel’s “system,” which builds itself 
upon layer after layer of negations and 
contradictions, hadn’t entirely won him over.

Marx found that the late-18th-century 
idealisms of Immanuel Kant and Johann 
Gottlieb Fichte that so dominated philosophical 
thinking in the early 19th century prioritized 
thinking itself — so much so that reality could 
be inferred through intellectual reasoning. 
But Marx refused to endorse their reality. In 
an ironic Hegelian twist, it was the complete 
opposite: It was the material world that 
determined all thinking. As Marx puts it in 
his letter, “If previously the gods had dwelt 
above the earth, now they became its center.”

The idea that God - or “gods”- dwelt 
among the masses, or was “in” them, was 
of course nothing philosophically new. But 
Marx’s innovation was to stand idealistic 
deference - not just to God but to any divine 
authority - on its head. Whereas Hegel had 
stopped at advocating a rational liberal state, 
Marx would go one stage further: Since the 
gods were no longer divine, there was no need 
for a state at all.

....Educated liberal opinion is today 
more or less unanimous in its agreement 
that Marx’s basic thesis — that capitalism 
is driven by a deeply divisive class 
struggle in which the ruling-class minority 
appropriates the surplus labor of the 
working-class majority as profit — is 
correct. Even liberal economists such 
as Nouriel Roubini agree that Marx’s 
conviction that capitalism has an inbuilt 
tendency to destroy itself remains as 
prescient as ever.Karl Marx with workers
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The idea of the classless and stateless 
society would come to define both Marx’s and 
Engels’s idea of communism, and of course 
the subsequent and troubled history of the 
Communist “states” (ironically enough!) that 
materialized during the 20th century. There 
is still a great deal to be learned from their 
disasters, but their philosophical relevance 
remains doubtful, to say the least.

The key factor in Marx’s intellectual legacy 
in our present-day society is not “philosophy” 
but “critique,” or what he described in 1843 
as “the ruthless criticism of all that exists: 
ruthless both in the sense of not being afraid 
of the results it arrives at and in the sense of 
being just as little afraid of conflict with the 
powers that be.” “The philosophers have only 
interpreted the world, in various ways; the 
point is to change it,” he wrote in 1845.

Racial and sexual oppression have been 
added to the dynamic of class exploitation. 
Social justice movements like Black Lives 
Matter and #MeToo, owe something of 
an unspoken debt to Marx through their 
unapologetic targeting of the “eternal 
truths” of our age. Such movements 
recognize, as did Marx, that the ideas that 
rule every society are those of its ruling 
class and that overturning those ideas 
is fundamental to true revolutionary 
progress.

We have become used to the go-getting 
mantra that to effect social change we first 
have to change ourselves. But enlightened 
or rational thinking is not enough, since 

the norms of thinking are already skewed 
by the structures of male privilege and social 
hierarchy, even down to the language we use. 
Changing those norms entails changing the 
very foundations of society.

To cite Marx, “No social order is ever 
destroyed before all the productive forces for 
which it is sufficient have been developed, 
and new superior relations of production 
never replace older ones before the material 
conditions for their existence have matured 
within the framework of the old society.”

The transition to a new society where 
relations among people, rather than capital 
relations, finally determine an individual’s 
worth is arguably proving to be quite a task. 
Marx, as I have said, does not offer a one-size-
fits-all formula for enacting social change. But 
he does offer a powerful intellectual acid test 
for that change. On that basis, we are destined 
to keep citing him and testing his ideas until 
the kind of society that he struggled to bring 
about, and that increasing numbers of us now 
desire, is finally realized.

The transition to a new society where 
relations among people, rather than capital 
relations, finally determine an individual’s 
worth is arguably proving to be quite a 
task. Marx, as I have said, does not offer 
a one-size-fits-all formula for enacting 
social change. But he does offer a powerful 
intellectual acid test for that change. On 
that basis, we are destined to keep citing 
him and testing his ideas until the kind of 
society that he struggled to bring about, 
and that increasing numbers of us now 
desire, is finally realized. The grave of Karl Marx  with the inscription “Workers of  

All Lands Unite” at High Gate Cememtry in London,
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How should we think about Karl Marx 
on his 200th birthday? His big influence 
on the politics of the world is universally 
acknowledged, though people would differ on 
how good or bad that influence has been. But 
going beyond that, there can be little doubt that 
the intellectual world has been transformed 
by the reflective departures Marx generated, 
from class analysis as an essential part of 
social understanding, to the explication of the 
profound contrast between needs and hard 
work as conflicting foundations of people’s 
moral entitlements. Some of the influences 
have been so pervasive, with such strong 
impact on the concepts and connection we look 
for in our day-to-day analysis, that we may not 
be fully aware where the influences came from. 
In reading some classic works of Marx, we are 
often placed in the uncomfortable position of 
the theatre-goer who loved Hamlet as a play, 
but wondered why it was so full of quotations.

Marxian analysis remains important 
today not just because of Marx’s own original 
work, but also because of the extraordinary 
contributions made in that tradition by 
many leading historians, social scientists and 
creative artists - from Antonio Gramsci, Rosa 
Luxemburg, Jean-Paul Sartre and Bertolt 
Brecht to Piero Sraffa, Maurice Dobb and Eric 
Hobsbawm (to mention just a few names). We 
do not have to be a Marxist to make use of the 

Karl Marx 2.00
 Prof.Amartya Sen 

In  remembering  Karl Marx on his 200th birthday, we not only 
celebrate a great intellectual, but also one whose critical analyses 
and investigations have many insights to offer to us today. 
Paying attention to Marx may be more important than paying 
him respect....
Marx’s philosophy has often been narrowly defined as ideas being 
determined by material conditions. In the bicentennial of his birth, it is 
important to recognise his focus on the two-way nature of that relations 
between ideas and material conditions....
The writer, a Nobel laureate in Economics.
He  is Professor of Economics and Philosophy at Harvard University.
                                                    (Courtesy: Indian Express May 5, 2018) 

richness of Marx’s insights — just as one does 
not have to be an Aristotelian to learn from 
Aristotle.

There are ideas in Marx’s corpus of work 
that remain under-explored. I would place 
among the relatively neglected ideas Marx’s 
highly original concept of “objective illusion,” 
and related to that, his discussion of “false 
consciousness”. An objective illusion may 
arise from what we can see from our particular 
position how things look from there (no matter 
how misleading). Consider the relative sizes 
of the sun and the moon, and the fact that 
from the earth they look to be about the same 
size (Satyajit Ray offered some interesting 
conversations on this phenomenon in his film, 
Agantuk). But to conclude from this observation 
that the sun and the moon are in fact of the 
same size in terms of mass or volume would be 
mistaken, and yet to deny that they do look to 
be about the same size from the earth would be 
a mistake too. Marx’s investigation of objective 
illusion - of “the outer form of things”-is a 
pioneering contribution to understanding 
the implications of positional dependence of 
observations.

The phenomenon of objective illusion helps 
to explain the widespread tendency of workers 
in an exploitative society to fail to see that there 
is any exploitation going on-an example that 
Marx did much to investigate, in the form of 
“false consciousness”. The idea can have many 
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applications going beyond Marx’s own use of 
it. Powerful use can be made of the notion of 
objective illusion to understand, for example, 
how women, and indeed men, in strongly 
sexist societies may not see clearly enough - 
in the absence of informed political agitation 
- that there are huge elements of gender 
inequality in what look like family-oriented 
just societies, as bastions of role-based fairness.

There is, however, a danger in seeing 
Marx in narrowly formulaic terms -for 
example, in seeing him as a “materialist” who 
allegedly understood the world in terms of the 
importance of material conditions, denying 
the significance of ideas and beliefs. This is 
not only a serious misreading of Marx, who 
emphasised two-way relations between ideas 
and material conditions, but also a seriously 
missed opportunity to see the far-reaching role 
of ideas on which Marx threw such important 
light.

Let me illustrate the point with a debate 
on the discipline of historical explanation 
that was quite widespread in our own time. 
In one of Eric Hobsbawm’s lesser known 
essays, called “Where Are British Historians 
Going?”, published in the Marxist Quarterly 
in 1955, he discussed how the Marxist pointer 
to the two-way relationship between ideas 
and material conditions offers very different 
lessons in the contemporary world than it had 
in the intellectual world that Marx himself saw 
around him, where the prevailing focus - for 
example by Hegel and Hegelians- was very 
much on highlighting the influence of ideas 
on material conditions.

In contrast, the tendency of dominant 
schools of history in the mid-twentieth century 
- Hobsbawm cited here the hugely influential 
historical works of Lewis Bernstein Namier 
- had come to embrace a type of materialism 
that saw human action as being almost entirely 
motivated by a simple kind of material interest, 
in particular narrowly defined self-interest. 
Given this completely different kind of bias 
(very far removed from the idealist traditions 
of Hegel and other influential thinkers in 
Marx’s own time), Hobsbawm argued that 
a balanced two-way view must demand 
that analysis in Marxian lines today must 
particularly emphasise the importance of ideas 
and their influence on material conditions.

For example, it is crucial to recognise that 

Edmund Burke’s hugely influential criticism 
of Warren Hastings’s misbehaviour in India 
-in the famous Impeachment hearings -was 
directly related to Burke’s strongly held 
ideas of justice and fairness, whereas the 
self-interest-obsessed materialist historians, 
such as Namier, saw no more in Burke’s 
discontent than the influence of his [Burke’s] 
profit-seeking concerns which had suffered 
because of the policies pursued by Hastings. 
The overreliance on materialism-in fact of 
a particularly narrow kind- needed serious 
correction, argued Hobsbawm: “In the pre-
Namier days, Marxists regarded it as one of 
their chief historical duties to draw attention 
to the material basis of politics. .But since 
bourgeois historians have adopted what 
is a particular form of vulgar materialism, 
Marxists had to remind them that history is the 
struggle of men for ideas, as well as a reflection 
of their material environment. Mr Trevor-
Roper [a famous right-wing historian] is not 
merely mistaken in believing that the English 
Revolution was the reflection of the declining 
fortunes of country gentlemen, but also in his 
belief that Puritanism was simply a reflection 
of their impending bankruptcies.”

To Hobsbawm’s critique, it could be added 
that the so-called “rational choice theory” 
(so dominant in recent years in large parts of 
mainstream economics and political analysis) 
thrives on a single-minded focus on self-
interest as the sole human motivation, thereby 
missing comprehensively the balance that 
Marx had argued for. A rational choice theorist 
can, in fact, learn a great deal from reading 
Marx’s Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts 
and The German Ideology. While this would be 
a very different lesson from what Marx wanted 
Hegelians to consider, a commitment to doing 
justice to the two-way relations characterises 
both parts of Marx’s capacious pedagogy. 
What has to be avoided is the narrowing of 
Marx’s thoughts through simple formulas 
respectfully distributed in his name.

In remembering Marx on his 200th birthday, 
we not only celebrate a great intellectual, 
but also one whose critical analyses and 
investigations have many insights to offer to us 
today. Paying attention to Marx may be more 
important than paying him respect.
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We are well aware of the fact that capitalism 
is a decadent system. It promotes exploitation 
of man by man. In the process of generating 
profits for the capitalists, capitalism does not 
have any inhibition even when all human 
values are ruined. There is an old saying 
‘Money Money Money, Brighter than Sunshine 
and Sweeter than Honey’. In its eagerness to 
earn more and more money in the form of 
profits, capitalism does not bother a wee bit for 
values and morality.  We know that auction of 
wealth and properties takes place in the world 
on a large scale and people buy them through 
bids.  However, it is unfortunate that men 
today bid for men and buy them. The vulgar 
display of money power and wealth during the 
auction of cricket players for 20-20 matches is a 
case in point. This is especially repugnant in a 
society like India where poverty and inequality 
exist in plenty.

Pope Francis, the current Pope and 
sovereign of the Vatican City State is not a 
socialist. But he made a scathing criticism of 
the present-day capitalist system some time 
back. He thundered that capitalism that we 
see today is nothing but ‘idolatry of money’. 
He was particularly critical of ‘autonomy 
of markets’ and ‘financial speculation’. 
According to him, these two are the integral 
features of contemporary capitalism. It is 
interesting to note that Pope Francis not only 
condemns autonomy of markets and financial 
speculation but calls upon the States to bring 
about a change in economic policy regime so 
that the central question of ‘poverty’ could be 
addressed with seriousness. The Pope goes 
on to say that if no solutions are found for the 
problems of poverty and inequality, humanity 
cannot hope for any lasting peace.

It is worth recalling here that in the post war 

The Ugly Face of Capitalism
Dr. M.D. Brahmbhatt

Capitalism in the garb of neoliberal globalization has started 
destroying the moral fibre of Indian society ,the youth of 
India,in particular, being susceptible to the consumerist culture 
spawned by capitalism and the vagaries of present day market 
economy.  

period when decolonization started, capitalism 
adopted Keynesian demand management 
measures to increase employment. With 
increase in employment, output and real wages 
also increased. However, with the onset of 
neo liberal globalization process capitalism 
started showing its ugly face again. The rich 
went on becoming richer and poor became 
poorer. Inequality increased by leaps and 
bounds. With increase in inequality, the value 
system also underwent a drastic change. New 
kinds of imagery came to dominate thinking 
in society. Material prosperity came to be 
recognized as the only and ultimate identity 
of an individual’s existence in society. This let 
loose a rat race of acquiring more and more 
material prosperity even at the cost of morality 
and societal values. 

While capitalism promotes greed and 
immorality communism extols the virtues of 
compassion and empathy. A basic principle 
of communism is “From each according to 
his ability, To each according to his need”. 
This principle has however been given a 
silent burial in the present age of capitalist 
globalization. Marx said prophetically that 
capitalism not only produces goods, but also 
it produces the means whereby goods can be 
purchased. Today with the advent of credit 
cards, EMI options and all other means of 
easy credit even the lower middle class has 
become a big consumer of expensive consumer 
durables. This again is because of the new 
imagery; the degenerate values promoted by 
capitalism. Someone’s worth is being judged 
by whether he owns a Cadillac or a simple 
car. The consumerist culture spawned by 
capitalism has led to a peculiar and hitherto 
unheard-of commodification of women. The 
youth of India who are nothing but the future 
of India are particularly susceptible to the 

 The writer is the President , LICEU, Gandhinagar Division
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vagaries of present day market economy.
Anyone who visits Gandhi Ashram can 

see certain things related to Gandhiji’s life. 
His spectacles, footwear, walking stick, 
utensils etc. All these things were blessed 
by his touch. Gandhiji was a great and 
towering personality even while using 
these simple and ordinary things of life. 
Our society has to realise that one can be 
extraordinary even while using ordinary 
articles. Society must be told in no uncertain 
terms that what is of utmost importance is 
not money or wealth or material prosperity 
but ‘strength of character’. 

We can cite an interesting example 
in this context.  In Uganda there is the 
vast freshwater Victoria Lake, which is 
18 thousand square kilometers in area. 
There is plenty of rain, the soil is fertile. 
But in 1972, a slice of bread cost nearly 500 
pounds. There was severe scarcity of food 
and clothing. Did the lake go dry? Did the 
soil become infertile? Were the rain gods 
displeased with the people? No absolutely 
not. But the then President of Uganda Idi 
Amin had lost his humanity, character and 
moral sense towards poor and working 
people. As a result, the nation had to suffer. 

Capitalism in the garb of neoliberal 
globalization has started destroying the 
moral fibre of Indian society. Globalisation 
has not only benefitted the corporate-
financial elite in India. A section of the 
urban middle class has also benefitted a 
lot from the outsourcing of service sector 
activities from the developed countries. 
Not that the whole of the middle class has 
benefitted. Only the upper strata of the 
middle class have benefitted. But looking 
at them and their material prosperity, the 
lower strata also feels that their condition 
can only improve under globalization. 
They therefore throw their weight behind 
globalization and capitalism. But when 
they find that material progress still eludes 
them and even a meaningful employment 
is also beyond their reach, they end up in 
frustration. The vicious cycle thus goes on. 
People must be made to realise the ugly 
face of capitalism and every effort be made 
to unite them in the struggle for changing 
the exploitative social order.

In the f i rst 

p l a c e ,  M a r x 

r e g a r d s  t h e 

striving for the 

f u l f i l m e n t  o f 

man’s material wants as the basic aspect of the 

functioning of human social formations. These wants 

are met by production, which can only take place 

when men and women live in societies. “The mode of 

production of material life”, says Marx, “conditions the 

general process of social, political and intellectual life” 

(Preface to Critique of Political Economy). This concept 

is basic in Marx; it is why his entire view of history is known 

as historical materialism, in contradiction to the view of 

idealist philosophers, to whom history appeared as the 

unfolding of the idea, or divine ordinances, or, at a more 

vulgar level, of an innate religious or national genius. ...

.......Marx emphasized the crucial role of ideas, 

and worked so hard to elaborate the most rigorous 

philosophical and economic theory, out of an 

extensive critique of contemporary bourgeois thought. 

The heritage he has left us is not only his splendid 

revolutionary theory, but also a methodology for 

following in his footsteps and analysing with equal rigour 

and vision our own past and present circumstances, ....

         -Prof. Irfan Habib,  
Karl Marx and his conception of history

Marx’s contribution to the understanding of 

capitalism can be usefully seen through two profound 

insights that he had into this system. The first concerns 
the origin of surplus value. In a world of commodities 

where exchange between commodity-owners, among 

whom are also the workers, occurs voluntarily and at 

equivalence, without any swindle, how can surplus 

value arise?

The solution to this riddle that Marx discovered lies 

in a distinction between labour and labour-power. 

What the workers sell is not their labour but their labour-

power, i.e. their capacity to work, which becomes a 

commodity......

This fundamental insight into the nature of 

exploitation under capitalism and the fact that 

the system reproduces its exploitative nature and 

the contradictions arising from it, through its own 

operation, was integrated in turn into his insight into 

a basic characteristic of the system, namely that it is 

a spontaneous system.While it functions through the 

actions undertaken by a host of individual entities, 

these individuals act the way they do because they 

are coerced by the system into doing so.

                -Prof. Prabhat Patnaik, Marx and Capitalism

See the following links for these  articles in full.

https://newsclick.in/karl-marx-and-his-conception-history
https://newsclick.in/200th-anniversary-marx-and-capitalism
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Vladimir Lenin famously said that “there 
are decades where nothing happens; and there 
are weeks where decades happen”. 

The last few days in Karnataka politics saw 
opposition unity in India accelerate by months, 
ahead of the 2019 elections, while the BJP’s 
tactics offered a snapshot into how quickly 
political institutions can be degraded with one 
stroke into a future which may otherwise take 
years to materialise. 

Following B.S. Yeddyurappa’s resignation, 
the opposition has reasons to celebrate. 
Several parties came together in the attempt 
to counter the BJP’s strong-arm tactics. The 
Congress and Janata Dal (Secular), or JD(S), 
were supported by Mamata Banerjee, the BSP’s 
Mayawati, Telangana’s K. Chandrashekar 
Rao, Chandrababu Naidu, the RJD’s Tejashwi 

Yadav, Sharad Pawar, Sitaram Yechury and 
others. 

Regional parties have evidently wised up 
to the reality that the BJP is now the Walmart 
of Indian politics – a monopolistic giant that 
seeks to take over the high street peopled by 
smaller entities. Opposition unity in the past 
has usually been a languid, uncoordinated 
process where no one really takes charge 
of the matter; it meanders through gestures 
ahead of general elections and peters out 
because of irreconcilable turf battles. That will 
likely change now as the BJP’s ambitions and 
methods focus the minds of everyone else in 
the political arena. 

This week also showed us that an orderly 
transfer of power after the Lok Sabha elections 
in 2019 can no longer be taken for granted. 
Yeddyurappa was sworn in without showing 
demonstrable proof of having the support of 
112 MLAs. The governor of Karnataka rejected 
the JD(S)-Congress claims and the BJP reversed 
the arguments it made in the case of Goa that 
post-poll alliances can be invited to form 
governments. 

We were reminded this week that Manipur 
has been the scene of brazen constitutional 
subversion wherein eight Congress MLAs, 
who joined the ruling BJP, do not sit on the 
treasury benches during assembly proceedings 
to avoid invoking the anti-defection law. 
All sorts of methods were used to engineer 
defections in Karnataka. H.D. Kumaraswamy 
alleged that Rs 100 crore was on offer for 

India Can No Longer Take 
the Orderly Transfer of Power 
for Granted
Sushil Aaron

The BJP’s fear of losing in 2019 is taking India’s democracy into 
dangerous terrain. The last  few days in Karnataka politics  the BJP’s 
tactics offered a snapshot into how quickly political institutions can 
be degraded with one stroke ...also showed us that an orderly transfer 
of power after the Lok Sabha elections in 2019 can no longer be taken 
for granted...
                                                                 Courtesy: The Wire, 22nd May 2018
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each MLA. The Congress has released tapes 
of conversations where money is discussed 
freely. Aircraft chartered to fly out its MLAs 
were allegedly denied permission by civil 
aviation authorities. 

Spurious legal reasoning was deployed too. 
The Attorney General of India argued before 
the Supreme Court that the anti-defection 
law does not apply to MLAs who have not 
yet taken their oath – an argument the court 
termed as “preposterous”. 

All this is worrying because it is one more 
attempt by the BJP to weaken the checks and 
balances in the political system. Consider the 
state of other institutions that are meant to 
scrutinise government narratives and policy. 
The mainstream media, for one, now operates 
under great duress. Dissenting faculties 
and students in universities are subject to 
regular intimidation. Parliament is supposed 
to be a check on executive power but no 
longer works as one; its deliberative side 
has suffered especially. Lok Sabha speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan resolutely refused to table a 
no-confidence motion against the government 
in the last session of parliament. 

If government formation in states is to be 
added to this list and gamed through money, 
muscle and control of media, then there would 
be (a) no assurance about the transfer of power 
nationally and (b) state assemblies would stop 
becoming spaces for contesting political ideas 
and policy. Such a turn for our institutions 
will dramatically alter the functioning of 
parliamentary democracy and force opposition 
politics off the halls of power to protests on 
the street. This would, at India’s scale, set the 
stage for great instability which the country 
cannot afford. Cooler heads in the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) would need to 

weigh the costs of such an approach – they 
would have to consider whether precipitating 
popular action and such confrontation is worth 
risking the gains they have made in state 
institutions so far. 

It’s worth assessing why the BJP went 
down this desperate route in Karnataka, as 
the reasons may hint at its appetite for similar 
adventures in the future. Several factors may 
have influenced the decision. The BJP wants 
to maintain the veneer of dominance – taking 
Karnataka would have been a useful signalling 
device to the political class in south India and 
elsewhere that its advance is inexorable. The 
BJP spends heavily in campaigns; its politicians 
must also feel the pressure of securing returns 
on investment. 

There is also the Narendra Modi factor. The 
Karnataka elections showed that he is not big 
enough to conquer South India all by himself. 
In some ways, the aftermath of the verdict was 
one big distraction from discerning the limits 
of his appeal. Large swathes of South India are 
evidently still impervious to his charm, even 
as youth reportedly gravitate to him.

Note that the BJP threw everything into the 
campaign and yet its vote share is less than 
that of the Congress. There were full length 
advertisements in newspapers and many 
rallies. Fake news campaigns proliferated. The 
Reddy brothers were given a clutch of seats. 
Modi himself gave provocative speeches and 
got himself the wall to wall coverage that his 
party wanted, and yet it fell short. The BJP 
finds itself in a situation where Modi can no 
longer assure it of victory and yet the party 

Cartoon courtesy: Gokul, Deccan Chronicle



........the BJP threw everything into the campaign 
and yet its vote share is less than that of the 
Congress. There were full length advertisements 
in newspapers and many rallies. Fake news 
campaigns proliferated. The Reddy brothers 
were given a clutch of seats. Modi himself gave 
provocative speeches and got himself the wall 
to wall coverage that his party wanted, and yet 
it fell short.
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needs to appear dominant – a scenario where 
the temptation to use other methods is great. If 
Modi remained the figure he was in 2014, the 
BJP wouldn’t be regularly needing governors 
now. 

There is one more reason why the BJP is 
inclined to subvert norms and institutions 
in an effort to stay on in government. The 
BJP’s governance style has been such that it 
has put itself in a situation where it cannot 
afford to lose power next year. Modi’s tenure 
has been marked by serious political and 
ideological overreach – the last thing the party 
can countenance is the full story of its stint in 
power unfolding in public after 2019 through 
inevitable bureaucratic leaks. 

The Indian public knows very little about 
how decisions were made on the big stories 
in the last four years such as demonetisation, 
the handling of the Reserve Bank of India, the 
targeting of Jawaharlal Nehru University and 
the Aam Aadmi Party government in Delhi, 
changes in textbook materials, the extent of 
RSS influence on institutions, the Goods and 
Services Tax and its awful aftermath, policies 
in Kashmir, the pricing of Rafale aircraft, and 
generally how the centralisation of power in 
the PMO played out in these. There will also be 
the fear of score settling by opposition parties 
in the future. There is plenty to hide and thus 
plenty incentive to try unscrupulous methods. 
India’s democracy may not be out of the woods 
just yet. 

The opposition, however, know that they 
are not bereft of options. They’ve just got new 
gust in their sails because of Yeddyurappa’s 
resignation. The Congress-JD(S) alliance is not 
expected to be smooth but they will be mindful 
of the costs of losing in 2019. A major task of 
the opposition nationally is to project order 
from diversity to ensure they are believable to 
the media. The BJP should, in its own interest, 
downsize its style of politics and genuinely 
recommit to the norms of parliamentary 
democracy but there are few indications that 
it is willing to do so. More dramatic times lie 
ahead. 

Sushil Aaron is a journalist. 
He tweets at @SushilAaron.

  qÉÉåWû, qÉÉrÉÉ AÉæU UÉqÉ WûqÉÉUÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ MüÉ rÉjÉÉjÉï Wæû| 
qÉ.mÉë. Måü MüqmrÉÔ? OûU oÉÉoÉÉ lÉå lÉqÉïSÉ xÉTüÉD qÉåÇ WÒûL 
pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU MüÉå sÉåMüU UjÉrÉÉ§ÉÉ ÌlÉMüÉsÉlÉå MüÉ LåsÉÉlÉ YrÉÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ ÌMü qÉ.mÉë. MüÐ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉUMüÉU lÉå 5 oÉÉoÉÉAÉåÇ 
MüÉå UÉerÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ MüÉ SeÉÉï Så, bÉÉåOûÉsÉå MüÉ qÉÑ¬É lÉåmÉjrÉ qÉåÇ 
kÉMåüsÉ ÌSrÉÉ| `qÉÉqÉÉ iÉåUÏ lÉqÉïSÉ qÉæsÉÏ' MüÉ lÉÉUÉ oÉÉoÉÉ 
pÉÔsÉ aÉrÉå| rÉWû Wæû pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü AÉæU UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ 
Måü vÉÑÌ®MüUhÉ Måü xÉÉjÉ AÉkrÉÉÎiqÉMü AÉvÉÏïuÉÉS mÉëÉÎmiÉ 
MüÉ qÉÉrÉÉuÉÏ UÉxiÉÉ| xÉ¨ÉÉ MüÉ qÉÉåWû, qÉÉrÉÉ MüÐ cÉMüÉcÉæÇkÉ 
AÉæU AÉkrÉÉÎiqÉMü pÉëqÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå UÉqÉ MüÉ xÉWûÉUÉ AÉeÉ 
MüÐ WûqÉÉUÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉ MüÉ MåülSì Wæû| ClÉqÉåÇ qÉÉåWû qÉÉrÉÉ 
iÉÉå WûÇ? PûaÉÏ AÉæU sÉÔOû Måü WûÍjÉrÉÉU eÉoÉÌMü `UÉqÉ' iÉÉå 
xÉmÉlÉÉ Wæû eÉÉå eÉlÉqÉÉlÉxÉ qÉåÇ `UÉqÉUÉerÉ' MüÐ mÉËUMüsmÉlÉÉ 
MüÉå oÉlÉÉrÉå UZÉlÉå Måü oÉiÉÉæU ÌSZÉÉrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû| xÉUMüÉU 
MüÐ ÌuÉTüsÉiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå ÄRûÉMülÉå AÉæU oÉÉU-oÉÉU eÉlÉiÉÉ Måü 
AxÉsÉ qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ MüÐ oÉÉiÉåÇ eÉoÉ eÉÉåU mÉMüÄQûlÉå sÉaÉiÉÏ WæûÇ 
iÉpÉÏ MüÉåD lÉ MüÉåD kÉÉÍqÉïMü UÉaÉ NåûÄQû SÏ eÉÉiÉÏ Wæû AÉæU 
AÉxjÉÉ MüÉ pÉÔiÉ WûqÉÉUå AÉeÉ mÉU pÉÉUÏ WûÉå eÉÉiÉÉ Wæû| 
uÉwÉï 2014 Måü AÉqÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ eÉlÉqÉÉlÉxÉ Måü AÉqÉ 
xÉUÉåMüÉUÉå MüÉå lÉÉUÉåÇ qÉåÇ oÉÑlÉMüU pÉÑlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉL lÉ MåüuÉsÉ 
`xÉoÉMüÉ xÉÉjÉ xÉoÉMüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ' MüÉ lÉÉUÉ ÌSrÉÉ aÉrÉÉ 
oÉÎsMü cÉÑlÉÉuÉ mÉËUhÉÉqÉ AmÉlÉå mÉ¤É qÉåÇ AÉiÉå WûÏ oÉÄQûÉåSUÉ 
MüÐ ÌuÉeÉrÉ UæsÉÏ qÉåÇ `AcNåû ÌSlÉ' AÉ aÉrÉå, MüÉ lÉÉUÉ 
ZÉÑS mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ lÉå sÉaÉuÉÉrÉÉ|

 CxÉ SUqrÉÉlÉ qÉÉåSÏ vÉÉxÉlÉ MüÉ eÉÉå MüÉrÉï mÉëSvÉïlÉ 
xÉÉqÉlÉå AÉrÉÉ Wæû, uÉWû SÉuÉÉåÇ Måü PûÏMü EsOûÉ Wæû| MÑüNû 
oÉÄQåû kÉlÉuÉÉlÉ cÉWåûiÉÉåÇ MüÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ AÉæU oÉÉMüÐ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ 
MüÉ ÌuÉlÉÉvÉ AÉæU iÉUWû iÉUWû xÉå AÉqÉ eÉlÉ MüÐ lÉÏÌiÉaÉiÉ 
sÉÔOû WûÏ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü mÉËUuÉåvÉ qÉåÇ NûÉrÉÉ WÒûAÉ Wæû| 
FmÉU xÉå uÉÉåOû Måü ÍsÉL UÉqÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ EsOåû MüqÉï MüUMåü 
UÉqÉlÉuÉqÉÏ Måü ÌSlÉ eÉÉlÉoÉÑfÉMüU MüÐ aÉD xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü 
SÇaÉÉåÇ MüÐ LMü lÉD §ÉÉxÉSÏ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü iÉÉlÉåoÉÉlÉå AÉæU 
pÉÉDcÉÉUå MüÉå iÉoÉÉWû ÌMürÉå WÒûL Wæû| rÉå mÉWûsÉå qÉÉåSÏ 
AÉæU ÌTüU rÉÉåaÉÏ Måü xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉåÇ AÉlÉå Måü oÉÉS xÉå ElÉMåü 
xÉÇbÉÏ xÉWûÉåSU MüÍjÉiÉ aÉÉæU¤ÉMü, oÉeÉUÇaÉ SsÉ, UÉqÉxÉålÉÉ, 
ÌWûlSÒxÉålÉÉ, UÉåÍqÉrÉÉå xYuÉÉCQû AÉÌS ÍpÉ³É-ÍpÉ³É lÉÉqÉÏ 
xÉålÉÉLÇ oÉlÉÉMüU MüÉlÉÔlÉ MüÉå WûÉjÉ qÉåÇ sÉå eÉlÉqÉÉlÉxÉ Måü 
aÉsÉå MüÐ TüÉÇxÉ oÉlÉå WÒûL WæûÇ| rÉå xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉå¨ÉU EimÉÉiÉÏ 
vÌ£ürÉÉÇ WûÏ AÉeÉ xÉ¨ÉÉ MüÐ AxÉsÉÏ xÉÇcÉÉsÉMü WæûÇ| 
mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ AÉæU ExÉMåü qÉÇ§ÉÏqÉÇQûsÉ Måü qÉÉælÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ 
WûqÉÉUÉ kÉqÉïÌlÉUmÉå¤ÉiÉÉ AÉæU xÉqÉÉeÉuÉÉS Måü mÉëÌiÉ mÉëÌiÉoÉ® 
xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ ClÉMåü WûÉjÉÉåÇ oÉÇkÉMü xÉÉ oÉlÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû AÉæU 
xÉqÉÉeÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU ZÉÉD SU ZÉÉD oÉÄRûiÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| rÉWû 
ZÉÉD cÉÉWåû uÉæqÉlÉxrÉ MüÐ WûÉå rÉÉ AÉÍjÉïMü ÌuÉwÉqÉiÉÉ MüÐ 
WûÉå rÉÉ xÉÉqÉÉÎeÉMü pÉåSpÉÉuÉ MüÐ uÉWû ÌlÉUliÉU aÉWûUÏ WûÉåiÉÏ 
eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| ÌMüxÉÉlÉ MüÉå SÉqÉ lÉWûÏÇ, qÉeÉSÕU MüÉå MüÉqÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ, qÉÌWûsÉÉ AÉæU NûÉ§É MüÉå xÉqqÉÉlÉ lÉWûÏÇ, xÉqÉÉeÉ qÉåÇ 
xÉ°ÉuÉ ÌoÉlÉÉ pÉsÉÉ rÉå MæüxÉÉ Wæû xÉÉjÉ AÉæU ÌMüxÉMüÉ Wæû 
ÌuÉMüÉxÉ?
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qÉÉåWû, qÉÉrÉÉ AÉæU UÉqÉ

In 2014 general elections, to draw the suffering masses 
subjected to the neo-liberal attacks, the slogan of “sab 
ka saath, sab ka vikaas” was coined, subsequently came 
‘acche din’. Now, after 4 years, no remunerative prices 
for the peasants, no jobs for the workers and youth, no 
respect for women and students, no social amity-who are 
taken  along ? development and good days for whom ? As 
unrest spreads among the people, the mask of religion and 
spiritualism comes into play, to cover up these failures.

UÉqÉcÉlSì vÉqÉÉï

Cartoon courtesy: Satish Acharya

oÉÄQåû ÌlÉhÉÉïrÉMü mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ AÉæU 56 CÇcÉÏ xÉÏlÉå Måü 
oÉWûÉSÒUÏmÉÔhÉï mÉëcÉÉU Måü oÉÏcÉ ÌlÉhÉïrÉ ¤ÉqÉiÉÉ MüÐ aÉsÉiÉ 
ÌSvÉÉÉLÇ AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ MüÉå ÌlÉUliÉU MüpÉÏ sÉMüuÉÉaÉëxiÉ 
iÉÉå MüpÉÏ urÉÉÍkÉmÉÔhÉï oÉlÉÉrÉå WÒûL WæûÇ| mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ qÉÉåSÏ Måü 
AÉ´ÉrÉ qÉåÇ LåxÉÏ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü xÉÇxM×üÌiÉ AÉMüÉU sÉå UWûÏ 
Wæû eÉÉå vÉÉlÉæÈvÉÉlÉæ pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ mÉWûcÉÉlÉ MüÉå ZÉiqÉ MüU UWûÏ 
Wæû| uÉå xÉålÉÉ MüÉ AÉkÉÑÌlÉMüÐMüUhÉ MüqÉ UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMüMüUhÉ 
erÉÉSÉ MüU UWåû WæûÇ| xÉUMüÉU Måü “oÉÉåsÉ” pÉsÉå AÉ¢üÉqÉMü 
WæûÇ, mÉU L¤ÉlÉ qÉåÇ ÌTüxÉQèQûÏ| lÉ bÉÑxÉmÉæPû bÉOûÏ, lÉ xÉÏqÉÉ mÉU 
aÉÉåsÉÏuÉÉUÏ| vÉÉÇÌiÉ, lÉ xÉÏqÉÉ mÉU Wæû AÉæU lÉ SåvÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU| 
xÉÉqÉËUMü iÉÉæU mÉU pÉÉUiÉ AÉeÉ ÎeÉiÉlÉÉ pÉå± WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû, 
EiÉlÉÉ mÉWûsÉå MüpÉÏ lÉWûÏÇ jÉÉ| “xÉÎeÉïMüsÉ xOíûÉCMü” Måü 
oÉWÒûmÉëcÉÉËUiÉ vÉÉååU Måü oÉÏcÉ xÉÏqÉÉ mÉU aÉÉåsÉÏoÉÉUÏ ÌlÉUliÉU 
eÉÉUÏ Wæû| ÎeÉxÉqÉåÇ WûqÉÉUå xÉæÌlÉMü WûÏ vÉÉWûÏS lÉWûÏÇ WûÉå UWåû 
oÉÎsMü AÉqÉ lÉÉaÉËUMü pÉÏ AÉrÉå ÌSlÉ AMüÉsÉ qÉÉæiÉ Måü qÉÑÇWû 
qÉåÇ eÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| mÉëÌiÉU¤ÉÉ ¤ÉqÉiÉÉ qÉÉåSÏ Måü eÉqÉÉlÉå qÉåÇ oÉÄRûÏ 
lÉWûÏÇ, MüqÉ  WÒûD Wæû| “qÉåMü ClÉ CÇÌQûrÉÉ” WûÉå rÉÉ AÇaÉëåeÉÏ 
lÉÉqÉÏ AlrÉ rÉÉåeÉlÉÉLÇ, kÉUÉiÉsÉ mÉU lÉWûÏÇ EiÉU mÉÉrÉÏ WæûÇ| 
LMü LåxÉÏ ÌTüeÉÉ xÉÏ oÉlÉ aÉD Wæû eÉoÉ cÉÑlÉÉuÉ xÉå mÉWûsÉå 
xÉpÉÉAÉåÇ qÉåÇ “UÉerÉ” MüÉå mÉësÉÉåpÉlÉ oÉiÉÉæU lÉÏsÉÉqÉÏmÉÔhÉï 
fÉÉÇxÉå, MüÉåD AÉæU lÉWûÏÇ oÉÎsMü ZÉÑS mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉUålSì 
qÉÉåSÏ SåiÉå WæûÇ AÉæU eÉÏiÉ Måü oÉÉS WûÉjÉ fÉÉÄQû sÉåiÉå WæûÇ| LåxÉå 
UÉeÉlÉÏÌiÉMü xÉÇxMüÉUÉåÇ MüÐ eÉrÉeÉrÉMüÉU MüÐ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû, 
eÉWûÉÇ xÉUMüÉU oÉlÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå eÉÃUÏ oÉWÒûqÉiÉ MæüxÉå pÉÏ 
eÉÉåÄQûiÉÉåÄQû xÉå oÉlÉÉ sÉålÉå qÉåÇ MüÉåD ÌWûcÉMü lÉWûÏÇ UWû aÉD Wæû| 
cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ MüÐ xuÉÉrÉ¨É ÎxjÉÌiÉ AÉæU mÉWûcÉÉlÉ uÉÉmÉxÉ 
OûÏ.LlÉ.wÉåwÉlÉ Måü MüÉsÉ xÉå mÉÔuÉï MüÐ iÉUWû ÍNûmÉ aÉD Wæû| 

cÉÑlÉÉuÉ AÉrÉÉåaÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É Måü qÉWû¨uÉmÉÔhÉï mÉÉrÉå 
sÉÉåMüxÉpÉÉ, UÉerÉxÉpÉÉ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ lrÉÉrÉmÉÉÍsÉMüÉ iÉMü MüÐ 
mÉWûcÉÉlÉ QûÉuÉÉQûÉåsÉ WûÉå UWûÏ Wæû| UÉ·íÏrÉ qÉWû¨uÉ Måü aÉÇpÉÏU 
qÉÑ¬ÉåÇ mÉU eÉÃUÏ oÉWûxÉ OûÉsÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ WæûÇ| pÉë¹ÉcÉÉU mÉU 
eÉWûÉÇ qÉÉælÉ kÉÉUhÉ Wæû uÉWûÏÇ sÉÉåMümÉÉsÉ sÉÉsÉ oÉxiÉå qÉåÇ oÉÇS 
Wæû| sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÐ AlÉåMü xÉÇxjÉÉLÇ sÉMüuÉÉaÉëxiÉ WûÉå aÉD 

WæûÇ| LMü iÉUWû MüÐ xÉÉåcÉ xÉoÉMüÉå bÉåUå WÒûL Wæû| ÌlÉwmÉ¤ÉiÉÉ 
AÉæU lrÉÉrÉ pÉÏ SqÉiÉÉåÄQû UWûÉ Wæû| SåvÉ Måü CÌiÉWûÉxÉ qÉåÇ 
mÉWûsÉÏ oÉÉU vÉÏwÉï lrÉÉrÉmÉÉÍsÉMüÉ Måü 4 lrÉÉrÉqÉÔÌiÉïrÉÉåÇ MüÉå 
CxÉ SqÉbÉÉåOÕû qÉÉWûÉæsÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ qÉåÇ AÉMüU TæüxÉsÉÉåÇ 
Måü aÉÄRûlÉå Måü oÉlÉÉrÉå eÉÉ UWåû iÉÇ§É Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü iÉjÉÉ lrÉÉrÉ 
AÉæU sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É MüÐ U¤ÉÉjÉï AÉuÉÉeÉ EPûÉlÉÏ mÉÄQûÏ| ASÉsÉiÉÉåÇ 
qÉåÇ ÌlÉrÉÑÌ£ü Måü ÍsÉL xÉUMüÉU AÉæU lrÉÉrÉmÉÉÍsÉMüÉ Måü oÉÏcÉ 
ZÉÇ?cÉiÉÉlÉ cÉæUÉWåû mÉU Wæû| eÉoÉÌMü SåvÉ MüÉå LMü UZÉlÉå Måü 
ÍsÉrÉå xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ xÉqmÉ³É qÉeÉoÉÔiÉ AÉæU lrÉÉrÉmÉÔhÉï xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ 
MüÐ eÉÃUiÉ Wæû| aÉÑhÉuÉiÉÉ AÉæU S¤ÉiÉÉ MüÉ cÉÉWåû ÎeÉiÉlÉÉ 
vÉÉååU qÉcÉÉ sÉÉå, uÉÉxiÉuÉ qÉåÇ “UÉerÉ” MüÐ ¤ÉqÉiÉÉ MüqÉeÉÉåU 
WÒûD Wæû| M×üÌwÉ qÉÇ§ÉÏ UÉkÉÉqÉÉåWûlÉ ÍxÉÇWû lÉå xÉuÉÉsÉ MüÉ eÉuÉÉoÉ 
SåiÉå WÒûL xÉxÉÇS qÉåÇ rÉWû iÉÉå qÉÉlÉÉ ÌMü ElÉMåü vÉÉxÉlÉMüÉsÉ 
qÉåÇ 3 xÉÉsÉ Måü pÉÏiÉU 36000 xÉå erÉÉSÉ ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ lÉå 
AÉiqÉWûirÉÉ MüÐ mÉUliÉÑ ElÉMüÐ CxÉ SÒSïvÉÉ MüÐ ÎeÉqqÉåSÉUÏ 
sÉålÉå AÉæU xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ SålÉå MüÐ oÉÉiÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüÐ|

WûqÉÉUÏ CxÉ xÉÉsÉ MüÐ xÉMüsÉ UÉeÉxuÉ mÉëÉÎmiÉ 24 
sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû Ã. AÉMüÐ aÉD Wæû| ExÉMåü oÉUÉoÉU rÉÉ 
ExÉxÉå jÉÉåÄQûÏ WûÏ MüqÉ 22 sÉÉZÉ MüUÉåÄQû Ã. MüÐ UÉÍvÉ 
MüUqÉÉTüÐ AÉæU MüeÉïqÉÉTüÐ Måü oÉiÉÉæU aÉiÉ 4 xÉÉsÉ qÉåÇ 
ClÉ oÉÄQåû MüÉUÉåoÉÉËUrÉÉåÇ MüÉå SÏ eÉÉ cÉÑMüÐ Wæû| oÉæÇMüÉåÇ MüÐ 
WûÉsÉÉiÉ QÕûoÉiÉ GhÉ Måü cÉsÉiÉå mÉiÉsÉÏ WûÉå aÉD Wæû, eÉoÉÌMü 
ExÉxÉå GhÉ sÉåMüU lÉ cÉÑMüÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå SåvÉ-ÌuÉSåvÉ qÉåÇ qÉeÉå 
MüU UWåû WæûÇ| AqÉÏUÉåÇ MüÐ xÉÇmÉÌiÉ ÎeÉxÉ AlÉÑmÉÉiÉ qÉåÇ oÉÄRû 
UWûÏ Wæû, ExÉ AlÉÑmÉÉiÉ qÉåÇ ElÉxÉå MüU lÉWûÏÇ ÍsÉrÉÉ eÉÉ UWûÉ 
Wæû| xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ EimÉÉS MüÉ MüUÏoÉ ÌiÉWûÉD ÌWûxxÉÉ ÎeÉlÉ 
oÉÄQåû kÉÌlÉMüÉåÇ MüÐ eÉåoÉ qÉåÇ eÉÉ UWûÉ Wæû ExÉMüÐ iÉÑsÉlÉÉ qÉåÇ 
MüU uÉxÉÔsÉÏ oÉåWûS MüqÉ Wæû AÉæU rÉWû WûqÉÉUå xÉMüsÉ bÉUåsÉÔ 
EimÉÉS Måü qÉÑMüÉoÉsÉå qÉÉ§É 13 mÉëÌiÉvÉiÉ Måü MüUÏoÉ Wæû| 
rÉÌS AÉrÉ AÉæU xÉÇmÉSÉ Måü AlÉÑmÉÉiÉ qÉåÇ MüUuÉxÉÔsÉÏ WûÉå, 
iÉÉå WûqÉÉUÉ UÉeÉxuÉ SÒaÉlÉÉ WûÉå xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû AÉæU ExÉMüÉ 
ApÉÉuÉaÉëxiÉ iÉoÉMüÉåÇ Måü oÉÏcÉ lrÉÉrÉxÉÇaÉiÉ ÌuÉiÉUhÉ ÌuÉMüÉxÉ 
MüÉå xÉWûÏ ÌSvÉÉ Så xÉMüiÉÉ Wæû| ÌMüxÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉ AÉeÉ iÉMü 
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MüÉ xÉqmÉÔhÉï MüeÉÉï qÉÉTüMüU sÉÉpÉMüÉUÏ qÉÔsrÉ xÉÑÌlÍ¶ÉiÉ 
ÌMürÉÉ eÉÉMüU ZÉåiÉÏ AÉæU ÌMüxÉÉlÉ MüÐ WûÉsÉÉiÉ xÉÑkÉÉUÏ eÉÉ 
xÉMüiÉÏ WæûÇ mÉUliÉÑ xÉUMüÉU MüÐ xÉÉåcÉ EsOûÏ ÌSvÉÉ qÉåÇ Wæû|

qÉÇ§ÉÉsÉrÉÉåÇ AÉæU lÉÉæMüUvÉÉWûÏ MüÉ AÉiqÉÌuÉµÉÉxÉ cÉÑMü 
UWûÉ Wæû| ÌuµÉÌuÉ±ÉsÉrÉ eÉæxÉå EccÉ ÍvÉ¤ÉhÉ xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ MüÐ 
xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ xÉå oÉÉÇkÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| rÉÌS 
ElÉMüÉå AmÉlÉå xiÉU mÉU ÌlÉhÉïrÉ sÉålÉå rÉÉ MÑüNû MüUlÉå MüÐ 
NÕûOû cÉÉÌWûrÉå iÉÉå xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ MüÉå cÉsÉÉlÉå Måü ÍsÉrÉå eÉÃUÏ 
ÌuÉ¨É MüÉ CÇiÉeÉÉqÉ pÉÏ ZÉÑS MüUÉå AÉæU xÉUMüÉUÏ AlÉÑSÉlÉ 
xÉå qÉÑÌ£ü mÉÉAÉå| Wæû, lÉ aÉeÉoÉ MüÐ vÉiÉï| uÉWûÏÇ SÕxÉUÏ 
AÉåU oÉæÇMü-oÉÏqÉÉ eÉæxÉå SåwÉ Måü qÉWû¨uÉmÉÔhÉï xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü 
ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxjÉÉlÉ eÉÉå xÉUMüÉU WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ oÉÎsMü SåvÉ MüÐ 
AjÉïurÉuÉxjÉÉ Måü ÍsÉL ÌuÉ¨ÉÏrÉ xÉÇxÉÉkÉlÉ eÉÑOûÉiÉå WæûÇ ÌMü 
mÉëoÉÇkÉMüÐrÉ xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ ÌuÉ¨É qÉÇ§ÉÉsÉrÉ Måü ATüxÉUÉåÇ MüÐ 
QûÉåU xÉå oÉÉÇkÉ UZÉÏ Wæû, MüÉå SålÉå MüÉå iÉærÉÉU lÉWûÏÇ| rÉWûÉÇ 
iÉMü MüÐ lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ MüÉ TæüxÉsÉÉ AÉæU ExÉMüÐ bÉÉåwÉhÉÉ pÉÏ 
pÉÉUiÉÏrÉ ËUeÉuÉï oÉæÇMü MüÉ aÉuÉïlÉU lÉWûÏÇ, ZÉÑS mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ 
MüUiÉå WæûÇ| xuÉÉrÉ¨ÉiÉÉ MüÐ SÒSïvÉÉ MüÉ CxÉxÉå oÉÄQûÉ ESÉWûUhÉ 
AÉæU YrÉÉ WûÉåaÉÉ? mÉWûsÉÏ oÉÉU oÉæÇÌMüaÉ xÉÉZÉ mÉëhÉÉsÉÏ mÉU 
aÉWûUå xÉuÉÉsÉ ZÉÄQåû WÒûL WæûÇ| SÉåwÉ xÉUMüÉUÏ lÉÏÌiÉ MüÉ AÉæU 
oÉSlÉÉqÉÏ MüÉ PûÏMüUÉ oÉæÇMüUÉåÇ Måü ÍxÉU mÉU| xÉUMüÉUÏ lÉÏÌiÉ 
SÉåwÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü eÉWûÉÇ oÉæÇMü MüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ lÉå eÉÇiÉU-qÉÇiÉU mÉU 
QåûUÉ QûÉsÉ ÌuÉUÉåkÉ eÉiÉÉrÉÉ uÉWûÏÇ oÉÏqÉÉMüÍqÉïrÉÉåÇ lÉå 28 qÉÉcÉï 
MüÉå LMü bÉÇOåû MüÉ MüÉrÉï-oÉÌWûwMüÉU MüU UÉåwÉ eÉiÉÉrÉÉ| U¤ÉÉ 
EimÉÉSlÉ xÉå eÉÑQåûÄ xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ Måü U¤ÉÉMüqÉÏï pÉÏ 
ÌuÉSåwÉÏ ÌlÉuÉåvÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU EiÉUå AÉæU mÉÔUå 
SåwÉ Måü MüÉqÉaÉÉU ElÉMåü xÉqÉjÉïlÉ qÉåÇ ZÉÄQåû WÒûL| oÉÉuÉeÉÔS 
CxÉMåü WûÉsÉ WûÏ AliÉUÉï·íÏrÉ qÉÑSìÉMüÉvÉ lÉå 17 AmÉëæsÉ MüÉå 
eÉÉUÏ AmÉlÉå Ì²uÉwÉÏïrÉ ÌuÉµÉ AÉÍjÉïMü SØÌ¹MüÉåhÉ qÉåÇ pÉÉUiÉ 
xÉUMüÉU MüÉå xÉÉuÉïeÉÌlÉMü ¤Éå§É Måü oÉæÇMüÉåÇ Måü MüÉqÉMüÉeÉ 
MüÉå xÉÑkÉÉUlÉå Måü lÉÉqÉ mÉU AÉqÉÔsÉ oÉSsÉÉuÉ sÉÉlÉå MüÐ oÉÉiÉ 
MüUiÉå WÒûL lÉÉæMüËUrÉÉÇ mÉæSÉ MüUlÉå Måü ÍsÉL uÉWûÏ ÍbÉxÉÉÌmÉOûÉ 
TüÉqÉÔïsÉÉ ´ÉqÉ MüÉlÉÔlÉ qÉåÇ sÉÉåcÉiÉÉ sÉÉlÉå MüÉ SÉåWûUÉrÉÉ Wæû| 

 MüD cÉWåûiÉå AÉæU xÉ¨ÉÉ Måü lÉeÉSÏMüÐ MüÐ mÉWûcÉÉlÉ 
UZÉlÉå uÉÉsÉå oÉÄQåû mÉÔÇeÉÏmÉÌiÉ oÉæÇMüÉåÇ MüÉ pÉÉUÏ kÉlÉ QûMüÉU 
MüU SåvÉ xÉå TÑüUï WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| MüÉsÉÉkÉlÉ lÉ ÌuÉSåvÉ 
xÉå sÉÉ mÉÉrÉå AÉæU lÉ lÉÉåOûoÉÇSÏ xÉå| sÉaÉpÉaÉ xÉpÉÏ 
xuÉiÉÇ§É xÉÇxjÉÉAÉåÇ mÉU ÌMüxÉÏ lÉ ÌMüxÉÏ ÃmÉ 
qÉåÇ WûqÉsÉÉ WûÉå UWûÉ Wæû| rÉWûÉÇ iÉMü MüÐ sÉÉåMüiÉÇ§É 
MüÉ cÉæjÉÉ mÉÉrÉÉ MüWûsÉÉlÉå uÉÉsÉÏ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ pÉÏ 
LMüAÉkÉ AmÉuÉÉS MüÉå NûÉåÄQûMüU AoÉ “aÉÉåSÏ” 
oÉlÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| ElÉMüÐ xuÉiÉÇ§É AÉuÉÉeÉ WûÏ ZÉÉå 
aÉD Wæû| ElWåûÇ aÉÄRåû aÉrÉå xÉqÉÉcÉÉUÉåÇ MüÉ uÉÉcÉlÉ-
sÉåZÉlÉ-SvÉïlÉ jÉÉåmÉlÉå MüÉ iÉÇ§É cÉWåûiÉå  MüÊUmÉÉåUåOû 
qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ ÌuÉMüÍxÉiÉ WûÉå aÉrÉÉ Wæû| iÉÇ§É 
AÉæU xÉÇxjÉÉlÉÉåÇ MüÉ ZÉÉåZÉsÉÉmÉlÉ “sÉÉåMü” MüÐ 
AÉTüiÉ oÉlÉ aÉrÉÉ Wæû| sÉÉåMü xÉÑlÉuÉÉD Måü MåülSì 
STülÉ xÉå WûÉå aÉrÉå WæûÇ| pÉÉDcÉÉUÉ AÉæU xÉÉfÉÏ 
xÉÇxM×üÌiÉ MüÐ ÌuÉUÉxÉiÉ xÉÉqmÉëSÉÌrÉMü vÉÌ£ü 
Måü WûÉjÉÉåÇ ÌlÉcÉÑÄQûiÉÏ eÉÉ UWûÏ Wæû| xÉUMüÉUÏ 
DcNûÉvÉÌ£ü Måü ApÉÉuÉ qÉåÇ xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉ MüÉaÉeÉ Cartoon courtesy: Sandeep Adhwaryu, Times of India

MüÐ mÉÉåjÉÏ qÉåÇ oÉSsÉ UWûÉ Wæû| xÉÇÌuÉkÉÉlÉå¨ÉU vÉÌ£ürÉÉÇ UÉqÉ 
Måü lÉÉqÉ qÉlÉcÉÉWûÉ TüUqÉÉlÉ Så UWûÏ Wæû|    

UÉqÉUÉerÉ MüÐ mÉËUMüsmÉlÉÉ AÉæU “xÉoÉMüÉ xÉÉjÉ xÉoÉMüÉ 
ÌuÉMüÉxÉ” MüÉ E«ÉåwÉ qÉÉåSÏ Måü 4 xÉÉsÉ Måü vÉÉxÉlÉ qÉåÇ MüÉåUÉ 
eÉÑqÉsÉÉ oÉlÉ MüU UWû aÉrÉÉ AÉæU ElÉMüÐ xÉUMüÉU “sÉÏMü” 
AÉæU “uÉÏMü” oÉlÉ MüU UWû aÉD| mÉëÌiÉrÉÉåaÉÏ mÉUÏ¤ÉÉAÉåÇ Måü 
mÉåmÉU iÉÉå mÉWûsÉå WûÏ “sÉÏMü” WûÉå UWåû jÉå AoÉMåü iÉÉå xÉÏ.oÉÏ.
LxÉ.D. ²ÉUÉ sÉÏ aÉD 10uÉÏÇ AÉæU 12uÉÏÇ Måü aÉÍhÉiÉ AÉæU 
AjÉïvÉÉx§É Måü mÉåmÉU pÉÏ sÉÏMü WûÉå aÉrÉå| eÉå.LlÉ.rÉÔ. Måü 
AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉMüÉUÏ NûÉ§É mÉWûsÉå WûÏ “SåvÉSìÉåWûÏ” xÉå sÉÉÇÍNûiÉ 
jÉå, AoÉ ÌTüU 23 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå xÉÇxÉS qÉÉcÉï qÉåÇ mÉÑÍsÉxÉ ²ÉUÉ 
ÌTüU mÉÏOû ÌSrÉå aÉrÉå| x§ÉÏ AÉæU SÍsÉiÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ bÉOû UWûÏ 
AxÉqqÉÉlÉ AÉæU bÉÉåU AmÉqÉÉlÉ MüÐ oÉÄRûiÉÏ bÉOûlÉÉLÇ AÉU.
LxÉ.LxÉ. pÉÉeÉmÉÉ xÉUMüÉU MüÉå MüiÉD MücÉÉåOûiÉÏ WûÏ lÉWûÏÇ 
Wæû| xÉlÉÉiÉlÉÏ xÉÇxM×üÌiÉ Måü rÉvÉÉåaÉÉlÉÏ AÉæU “oÉåOûÏ oÉcÉÉAÉåÇ, 
oÉåOûÏ mÉÄRûÉAÉå” Måü MüÍjÉiÉ mÉåUÉåMüÉUÉåÇ lÉå mÉWûsÉå oÉlÉÉUxÉ 
AÉæU AoÉ ÌSssÉÏ qÉåÇ AÉÇSÉåsÉlÉMüÉUÏ NûÉ§ÉÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ 
qÉÌWûsÉÉ mÉ§ÉMüÉU iÉMü MüÉå lÉWûÏÇ oÉ¤ÉÉ| MüPÒûAÉ AÉæU E³ÉÉuÉ 
qÉåÇ oÉsÉÉiMüÉU mÉÏÌQûiÉÉAÉåÇ MüÉå MüÉlÉÔlÉÏ xÉÇU¤ÉhÉ SålÉå Måü 
oÉSsÉå SoÉÇaÉ AÉUÉåÌmÉrÉÉåÇ MüÉå oÉcÉÉlÉå MüÐ pÉÉeÉmÉÉ vÉÉxÉlÉ 
MüÐ pÉÔÍqÉMüÉ lÉå SåvÉ MüÉå vÉqÉïxÉÉU ÌMürÉÉ AÉæU xÉÇrÉÑ£ü 
UÉ·í iÉMü MüÉå CxÉ oÉoÉïUiÉÉ MüÐ MüPûÉåU ÌlÉÇSÉ MüUlÉÏ mÉÄQûÏ| 
rÉWûÉÇ iÉMü MüÐ AqÉåËUMüÉ Måü mÉëqÉÑZÉ AZÉoÉÉU lrÉÔrÉÉMïü 
OûÉCqxÉ lÉå pÉÏ CxÉ bÉOûlÉÉ MüÉ xÉÇ¥ÉÉlÉ sÉåiÉå WÒûL pÉÉeÉmÉÉ 
xÉUMüÉU MüÐ xÉÇuÉåSlÉWûÏlÉ MüÉrÉvÉæsÉÏ mÉU MüÄQûÏ ÌOûmmÉhÉÏ 
MüÐ Wæû| UÉqÉlÉuÉqÉÏ mÉU ÌoÉWûÉU, oÉaÉÉsÉ AÉæU EÄQûÏxÉÉ qÉåÇ 
WûÍjÉrÉÉUÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ SÇaÉÉåÇ MüÐ UhÉlÉÏÌiÉ ZÉÑsÉMüU cÉsÉÏ| 
21 qÉÉcÉï MüÉå xÉÑlÉuÉÉD MüÐ AÉxÉ sÉåMüU xÉÇxÉS qÉÉcÉï 
qÉåÇ mÉWÒûÇcÉå SÍsÉiÉÉåÇ MüÉ lÉWûÏÇ ÍsÉrÉÉ MüÉåD xÉÇ¥ÉÉlÉ AÉæU 2 
AmÉëæsÉ Måü pÉÉUiÉ oÉÇS qÉåÇ eÉqÉMüU xÉÏÇcÉÉ eÉÉiÉÏrÉ YsÉåvÉ 
xÉqÉÉkÉÉlÉ iÉÉå SÕU MüÐ MüÉæÄQûÏ, xÉÑlÉuÉÉD MüÐ MüÉåD mÉWûsÉ 
lÉWûÏÇ| rÉå SåvÉ MüÉå aÉ×WûrÉÑ® MüÐ AÉåU sÉå eÉÉlÉå Måü WûÉsÉÉiÉ 
lÉWûÏ ÇiÉÉå YrÉÉ Wæû?

Continued on Page 35
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“Corruption is an insidious plague that has 
a wide range of corrosive effects on societies.  It 
undermines democracy and the rule of law, leads 
to violations of human rights, distorts markets, 
erodes the quality of life and allows organized crime, 
terrorism and other threats to human security to 
flourish… This evil phenomenon is found in all 
countries – big and small, rich and poor – but 
it is in the developing world that its effects are 
more destructive.  Corruption hurts the poor 
disproportionately…Corruption is a key element in 
economic underperformance and a major obstacle 
to poverty alleviation and development.”

The then UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
  

Neo liberalism has come to stay in India 
during the last more than 25 years.  There 
is ample evidence of a substantial increase 
in private profitability, corporate savings 
and private wealth since the launch of 
liberalization.    A feature of the new liberalized 
economic environment is an increase in the 
instances of scams and corruption.

In his book, ‘Why Scams Are Here To Stay’, 
Shri N.Ram, Chairman of Kasturi& Sons Ltd., 
and former editor in chief of The Hindu and 
Frontline Magazine, attempts to get a measure 
of ‘Political Corruption’ in contemporary 
India, and explains why it has become an 
intractable problem.  It must be remembered 
here that in the 1980s, it was ShriN.Ram and 

his team of journalists who were instrumental 
in unearthing independent India’s grand 
corruption scandal ‘Bofors’.

The author says that with deregulation and 
liberalization, the state has played a different 
kind of role to the one it played earlier, 
providing access to scarce public resources 
as part of a process of promoting private 
sector led growth at any cost and supporting 
without inhibition the omnipresence and play 
of private interests within the public sphere; 
and there is plenty of evidence to show that 
corruption tends to be greater when pro-
business strategies of governments bring on or 
facilitate crony capitalism and when there is 
a state engineered redistribution of wealth in 
favour of a  few and at the explicit or implicit 
expense of the many.

On the Laws to tackle the menace of 
scams and corruption he says, the Prevention 
Of Corruption Act, 1988 supplanted India’s 
first direct and consolidated law to tackle 
corruption among Public Servants, the PCA 
1947, making ‘effective provision for the 
prevention of bribery and corruption’ among 
public servants.  The 1947 Act had been 
amended and a Central Vigilance Commission 

Political Corruption in India 
in the Neo-liberal era

    S.Sivasubramanian
In a scenario when this country is faced up with 
scams one by one recently, the reading of this book 
by N.Ram, “Why Scams Are Here To Stay” will give 
the reader an understanding of political corruption in 
India in the neo-liberal era.

                         The writer is Vice-President, SZIEF
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was created in 1964 on the basis of the 
recommendations made two years earlier by 
the Committee on Prevention of Corruption 
headed by K.Santhanam.  A close analysis by 
PRS Legislative Research of the Prevention of 
Corruption(Amendment)  Bill, 2013, which 
is pending in Parliament reveals that in 
significant respects the original anti-corruption 
law is being diluted rather than strengthened.

The Preliminary findings released in 
2016, of a study by Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative(CHRI) of what happens 
to corruption cases across India reveal a 
shocking picture of the political legal system’s 
apathy towards these offences.  The research, 
covering the period 2001-2015, drew on data 
published by the National Crime Record 
Bureau(NCRB).  The CHRI study revealed that 
over the fifteen year period corruption cases 
accounted for a near invisible 0.06% of 9.1 
million registered criminal crimes, including 
murder, kidnapping and abduction, and 
robbery.  Only 54, 139 cases of corruption were 
registered compared with 1,16,010 reports of 
bribes paid posted on just one website ‘Paid 
a Bribe’.  A comparison of the NCRB datasets 
revealed that ten cases of murder, eleven cases 
of kidnapping or abduction, and six cases of 
robbery were registered across the country 
for one registered case of corruption.  This 
comparison, the CHRI report comments, seems 
to indicate severe lakh of public confidence in 
the ability of the anti-corruption agencies to 
investigate a complaint of corruption, collect 
evidence, and put the case up for trial.

In the post liberalization era in India, 
he refers to various scams and corruption 
cases in India to substantiate his claim that 
liberalization has resulted in scams and 
corruption unbridled.  He makes an analytical 
study of the Scams in all their ramifications in 
the neo-liberal background and he never fails 
to put in his opinion candidly on those scams.  

To quote an example, on Vyapam 
Scam he has the following to say:”Vyapam 
involves a set of ingeniously devised criminal 
services provided, on a rate card basis, by 
the racketeers to students and job seekers 
to cheat their way in to state run medical 

colleges and government jobs.  Vyapam 
is a deadly criminal enterprise, involving 
blackmail, intimidation, and violence, and 
resulting in the ‘unnatural deaths’ of several 
suspects, accused persons and victims.  
Vyapam is an example of the systematic 
subversion of a state’s administration and, 
even more damagingly, its system of medical 
education and medical practice.  Vyapam is 
the cynical exploitation of a situation of high 
unemployment and the desperate search 
for jobs.  It has brought suffering, hardship, 
anxiety and demoralization to large numbers 
of young men and women seeking educational 
opportunity and advancement, and ensnared 
in to crooked ways by the racketeers.”    The 
author has dealt with two case studies also 
in this book.  Those are 1. Bofors Scandal and 
2.The Scientific system of Political Corruption 
in Tamilnadu.

The author has categorized what can be done 
to combat corruption under nine broad heads; 
“1. Action needed on legislative front  2. Action 
needed to overcome the lack of enforcement 
capacity 3. The need for stricter, cleaner 
and more effective regulation 4.Raising the 
visibility of corporate and private sector fraud 
5. Reforming and cleansing political finance 
and electoral funding 6. The need for judicial 
accountability in adjudicating corruption 
cases 7. The need to develop capabilities to 
anticipate and prevent corruption in, and 
exercise systematic vigilance over, high risk, 
vulnerable sector 8. What journalism can do 
for the fight against corruption and 9. Political 
education and mobilization is the key.”

In a scenario when this country is faced up 
with scams one by one recently, the reading 
of this book by ShriN.Ram, “Why Scams 
Are Here To Stay” will give the reader an 
understanding of political corruption in India 
in the neo-liberal era.

The book has been published by the 
ALEPH BOOK COMPANY  which is an 
independent publishing firm promoted by 
Rupa Publications India.  The Book is prized 
at Rs.399.
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The 13 the Biennial conference of North 

Eastern Region General Insurance 

Employees’ Association (NERGIEA) held 

at Lakhiram Baruah sadan, Guwahati on 

23-24 February 2018. The conference 

commenced with Com. A.B.Kumar, President 

NERGIEA hoisting the flag of NERGIEA amidst 
thunderous slogans. 

Com. Sanjay Jha, Secretary, Standing 

Committee, inaugurated the conference.  

He said that we welcome the proposal for 

merger of the three public sector General 

Insurance Companies. Our organisation has 

been advocating the consolidation of PSGI 

companies for the past several years and 

we hold a firm opinion that a single public 
sector unit in general insurance industry 

would be best suited to carry out the social 

obligation and responsibilities expected of 

a state undertaking. Hence we demanded 

to the government to take holistic view and 

create a single public sector general insurance 

company by including the New India Assurance 

Company also in the planned merger. He also 

reaffirmed that while appreciating the proposal 
of merger, we disagree with the proposal to 

list the consolidated entity in the market. He 

also urged upon the members and employees 

of PSU general Insurance Companies, to carry 

out the campaign programme to defend the 

Public sector Insurance Industry.

Com Satanjib Das, Vice president AIIEA gave 

a brilliant analysis of the present situation. He 

mentioned the multidimensional challenges 

confronted by the working class in the neo 

liberal regime of the present government. He 

also described the role of AIIEA to defend the 

public sector insurance industry though the 

disinvestment has taken place in general 

insurance and appealed all to develop political 

awareness to restore the economic bankruptcy of 

the country. Com Surajit Das, General Secretary, 

EZGIEA said that AIIEA is continuously fighting 

for the betterment of the service condition of 

the employees and defending the public sector 

Insurance industry. He pointed out that AIIEA 

through a strike action has pressed for the 

opening of demands wage negotiation, one more 

option for pension, graduation increment for 

class III employee etc. He urged upon the 

members to carry out the campaign programme 

amongst the employees for the demands. 

Com. Gautam Maitra, prominent leader of 

the Zone and insurance movement, greeted 

the conference.  The leaders of the fraternal 

trade union of GDIEA, NFPE, All Assam State 

Employees Federation, Joint Council of Trade 

Unions, Assam also greeted the conference. 

In the delegates session, Com. S.R.Dev, 

Jt. Secretary, NERGIEA, presented the 

working committee report and Com. Chapal 

Bhattacharjee presented the accounts report. 

After lively discussions on the reports by 

members and summing-up the report was 

unanimously adopted. A number of resolutions 

relating to the industry and the national issues 

were also adopted.

The conference elected a new committee 

unanimously for the ensuing term with Com 

Chapal Kanti Bhattacharjee, as President, 

Comrade S.R.Dev as General Secretary and 

Com. Chandra Bahadur Chetry as treasurer. 

The conference came to successful close with 

vote of thanks by Com. S.R.Dev. 

13th Biennial conference of NERGIEA
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The 43rd State Conference of Kerala State 

General Insurance Employees Union, 

was held on April 28 and 29,  2018, at Com 

N M Sundaram Nagar(Women’s Association 

Hall), Ernakulam. The Conference got off to a 

spirited start, with the hoisting of the Flag by 

Com C B Venugopal, President of the Union, 

who also presided over the conference.

The Obituary Resolution was presented by 

Com.P K Selvaraj, Joint Secretary KSGIEU.

Com. C B Venugopal in his presidential 

address dealt with the political, economic and 

social situation in the country. He spoke on 

how the economic reforms of the past twenty five 

years have ruined the economy and pointed 

out how communalism is today destroying the 

secular fabric of the society. Communal forces 

were using social media to create “post truth 

society” he added.  He said, with the State 

Conference, Union should transform to fight and 

overcome the threat of disinvestment and 

privatisation of public sector general insurance.

The delegate session was inaugurated 

by Com Sanjay Jha, Secretary, Standing 

Committee(General Insurance), AIIEA. Com 

M U Thomas, General Secretary presented 

the organisational Report before the house. 

Accounts statement was presented by Com 

Viju Paul, Treasurer. Twenty delegates 

participated in the ensuing discussions on the 

Report and adopted by the house.   

The session was also addressed by Com. S 

V Shankar, Vice President, GIEA(SZ), who said 

building up a strong organisation that was 

capable of fighting  the anti-worker andante-
people  policies of the government was the 

union’s top priority. He expressed confidence 
that AIIEA could protect the public sector 

insurance and secure best wage revision. 

Com. K G Prabakaran (AIIPA) highlighted 

the issues of the pensioners 

and stressed the need to 

strengthen the public sector 

general insurance industry.

Com. K Joy Paul, Vice 

President, KSGIEU, welcomed 

the gathering and Com. M J 

Varghese, Joint Secretary, 

proposed vote of thanks.

At the open session, on 

the concluding day, Com. P 

R Sasi, President, GIEA(SZ), 

summed up the  discussion on the Conference 

report, for the house.

Com. Sanjay Jha addressing the session 

said the hostile situation prevailing in the 

country should not demoralise us but make 

us more determined to struggle and secure our 

just demands. He said AIIEA was campaigning 

for the merger of public sector general 

insurance companies. These companies 

competing among themselves for the same 

business would not make any sense, he added. 

He said the threat of disinvestment need to 

be met by  strengthening the organisation 

numerically. That would make the AIIEA in 

a better position to achieve the fair and just 

demands of the employees, he said.

Com. M B Rajesh, Member of Parliament, 

who inaugurated the session criticised central 

government’s pro-corporate policies that 

resulted in social inequality and communal 

tension in the country. He said the Indian 

economy was going through a period of 

prolonged crisis.  He said liberalisation policies 

worked in favour of the rich and the privileged, 

at the cost of the poor and vulnerable. 

Liberalisation period had witnessed massive 

increase in wealth and its concentration, he 

added. He said the central government has 

put the sale of public sector units on fast 

track. The demonetization and GST, he said, 

were measures to kill the informal sector and 

transfer the wealth from the poor to the rich on 

an unprecedented scale. He said, last few years 

also witnessed undermining of democratic 

institutions in the country.

He spoke on the deeping crisis in agriculture 

and welcomed the unity and struggle of the 

farmers organisation.  He said said the Long 

March in Mumbai, had served as a warning 

to the central government that it must honour 

43rd Conference of Kerala State Gen.Ins.Employees
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The 21st Annual General meeting of LIC 

Pensioners’ Association, KMDO 1 was 

held on 17/03/2018 and it was presided 

over by Com. Anilesh Majumder, President. 

Health constraints and personal problems 

could not dampen the spirit of aged persons, 

as evident from the considerable attendance. 

At the outset, floral tribute was placed on 
Martyr’s column and silence was observed to 

pay homage to Com. N.M. Sundaram for his 

stellar role in Insurance employees’ movement 

as well as in the struggle for the achievement 

of pension, and also to pay homage to other 

luminaries who have left us in the meantime. 

The Annual Report covering international, 

national and industrial scenarios was 

presented by Com. Himadri Mohan Roy, 

General Secretary. He also submitted the 

audited accounts.

Com. Chandrashekhar Bose, the vanguard 

of Insurance employees movement initiated the 

deliberation. While endorsing the formulations 

on the report submitted, he focussed on the 

impending danger the pensioners would 

confront due to the economic policy pursued by 

Central Govt. He expressed his apprehension 

that our existing right to pension would be 

at stake. He urged upon the pensioners to 

participate more actively in the agitational 

programs and stand resolutely against the 

anti-working class policy to protect pension 

and achieve legitimate demands.

Thereafter, Com Amitesh Sarkar, Gen. 

Secy., KDLIEA Com. Jayanta Mukherjee, Gen. 

Secy., EZIEA participated in deliberation. 

Both of them were critical of the political 

and socio-economic policies of the Central 

Govt. that caused wide disparities among 

various sections of people. They exhorted the 

pensioners to stand guard against the ill-

conceived policy of the Central Govt. to attack 

the public sector insurance industry and the 

rights won through years of struggles and take 

more active part in all agitational programs 

chalked out by AIIEA and AIIPA from time to 

time.

Com. Mohan Ganguly,  Secretary, 

Pensioners’ Association, Howrah, Com. P 

Bagchi, Jt. Secy., AIIPA, Com. Bimal Kr. Das, 

AIIPA, Central Committee member, and Com. 

Subhas Mitra, Vice President, AIIPA greeted 

the Conference and joined the deliberations. 

They were unanimous on the formulations 

made in the report and urged upon pensioners 

for united protracted movement to achieve our 

demands.

After summing up by the General Secretary, 

the report and audited accounts were adopted 

by the house. As many as 14 resolutions on 

different issues were passed. The meeting gave 

a clarion call for united struggle and protracted 

movement in collaboration with all democratic 

organizations and working people.

Com. Narayan Bhattacharya, Com. 

Himadri Mohan Roy and Com. Amit De were 

elected President, General Secretary and 

Treasurer respectively.

The meeting ended with Vote of thanks 

proposed by Com. Tarak Banerjee.

it election promises and bring out a policy to 

make agriculture sustainable.

Com. G Anand, Secretary, GIEA(SZ) said 

there was urgent need to campaign about the 

issues of merger of three companies and its 

consequences. He highlighted the importance 

of including The New India Assurance 

Company to create a monolithic corporation 

like LIC. He said, AIIEA would resist the 

government decision to disinvest the merged 

entity. He said promotion policy need further 

fine-tuning to remove some anomalies that 
create disadvantage to employees. He said 

more vacancies need to be declared in the 

lower category. He said, to achieve all these 

goals, union has to be strengthened and made 

active by campaigns and related activities.

Felicitations were offered by Com. P 

BBaburaj (LICEU), Com. P S Peethambaran 

(BSNLEU), Com. O C Joy(CONFEDERATION), 

Com. K N Anwar(FESTO); Com. Anwar 

Pasha(AIIPA) on the occasion.

 Conference elected thirty five member 
new State Committee with Coms. Viju Paul, 

M U Thomas and M S Manzoor as President, 

Secretary and Treasurer respectively.

Com. P. Mohanabalan, Joint Secretary, 

proposed vote of thanks.

21st Annual General Meeting of 
LIC Pensioners’ Association, Kolkata MDO 1
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The 22nd Annual General Meeting of the 

LIC Pensioners’ Association –KSDO, 

was held on 25th March, 2018. A number of 

aged pensioners participated in the General 

Meeting ignoring the hot and humid weather 

of the city and their physical difficulties to 
encourage and acknowledge the contribution 

of the organization to develop the movement 

of the pensioners’ for their just demands. 

Their auspicious presence including Com. 

Chandrashekhar Bose, the doyen of Insurance 

Employees movement, graced the occasion. 

Almost 50 delegates were present in the AGM.

At  the  outse t ,  Com As ish  Basu 

Roychoudhury, the General Secretary of LICPA- 

KSDO welcomed the delegates and guests,. A 

presidium was formed to conduct the proceeding 

of the meeting headed by Com. Sachindralal 

Bhattacharya, the president of the organization.

Com Suibhash Mitra , the Vice-president of AIIPA 

was the main speaker. Com Haridas Saha , 

the president of KSDIEA and Com Anilesh 

Majumder, on behalf of Kolkata Division 

Pensioners’ Association greeted the house.

Com C.S.Bose, in his usual eloquent 

deliberation mesmerized the audience and 

explained the gruesome picture of unemployment 

situation of the country especially amongst 

skills and unskilled youth. Com Subhash Mitra, 

the main speaker said that the government 

of India is not only attacking the senior 

citizens of India who depends mainly upon the 

interest of deposits in Banks which has been 

continuously decreasing jeopardizing the 

economic life of the aged citizens of India but also 

they are pursuing doggedly the neo-liberal 

Annual Meeting of LIC Pensioners of Kolkata Sub Division

economy, the root of all problems of social and 

economic life of common people. He stressed 

to fight the economic policy of the govt and the 
ill motive of the saffron brigade to destabilize 

the unity of the people as well.

Com General Secretary placed the Report of 

the Executive Committee for the year 2017 and 

Com Treasurer placed the Accounts before the 

house. Three delegates participated in the 

discussion supporting the Report and after 

brief submission of the General Seretary 

both Report and the accounts were passed 

unanimously by the house. The Meeting 

elected a 27 member Executive Committee for 

the year 2018 and Com Sachindralal 

Bhattacharya, Com Asish Basu Roychoudhury, 

Com Shibapada Sarkar were elected as President, 

 General Secretary and Treasurer respectively.

The Annual General Meeting came to an 

end with the presidential speech. 

The 21st annual General conference of 
Insurance Corporation Retired employees 
Association, Visakhapatnam Division was 
held on 30th, April, 2018 at Visakhapatnam. 
60 members attended the conference 
enthusiastically braving the scorching heat. 
Com. B L Narayana presided over the meeting 
after the conference was inaugurated by 
com. P V Subba rao, CC member AIIPA. Com. 
Subbarao explained the legal aspects of our 
court case and argument of AIIPA’s council 
that the stand taken by the LIC amounts to 
abrogation of article 14 of the constitution 
of india (discrimination) and LIC is a state 

under article 12 of the constitution and should 
not be allowed to escape from the statutory 
obligations towards its pensioners. 

Com. N Ramana Chalam, Gen.Secretary, 
ICEU greeted the members and extended 
all the support from AIIEA for realisation of 
pensioners’ demands. 

The Secretary’s report and audited 
statements of accounts were adopted by the 
house unanimously. 

A new Executive committee of 16 members 
was elected with Com. N.Krishnamurthy as 
President, Com. R.Pandurangan a General 
Secretary and Com. MVAS Prasad as treasurer.

21st Conference of ICREA, Visakhapatnam
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The 127th Birth Anniversary of Bharat Ratna  

Dr. BR Ambedkar was celebrated befittingly 
on 14.04.2018 jointly by ICEU, Hyderabad and 

Secunderabad Divisions and HRGIEA. Over 

600 employees enthusiastically participated in 

the seminar on the topic, “Ambedkar’s Ideals 

– Present Situation”. The program began with 

a welcome address by Com. N Adhish Reddy, 

General Secretary, ICEU, Hyderabad who also 

threw light on the importance of celebrating 

Ambedkar Jayanthi  in the present situation. 

Com. V Ramesh, General Secretary, AIIEA 

while inaugurating the seminar, ridiculed 

the efforts of the present rulers trying to 

appropriate Dr Ambedkar after humiliating 

him for decades. This new found admiration 

is a political posture in the face of increasing 

assertion of Dalits for dignity.  Dr. Ambedkar 

stood for the unity of the Nation and people, 

without any scope for differences on the lines 

of caste, creed, region, religion and language, 

he said. It is unfortunate that the forces that 

are leading the present government at center, 

are trying to divide the people exactly on these 

lines. Dr. Ambedkar, strongly advocated for 

the building-up of Public Sector in the country 

and was instrumental for the formation of RBI, 

he highlighted. Today, the same Public Sector 

is sought to be dismantled by the present 

dispensation at center and these retrograde 

policies of the government have to be defeated 

by united struggles, he said.

Prof. K Nageshwar, ex-MLC said that the 

notion of Babasahib belonging to certain 

community only is wrong and the ideals set 

by Dr. Ambedkar are for all the people to 

follow. Babasahib strongly advocated for the 

welfare of women and their empowerment. 

He aspired for the creation of an exploitation 

free society. Ambedkar strongly believed that 

“political democracy cannot be total, without 

social democracy’ and it is not just sufficient 
to achieve ‘one vote – one man’, without 

achieving ‘one value for each man’. It is highly 

unfortunate that attacks and atrocities on 

dalits are on the rise in a country which has 

a dalit as President, he lamented.  It is also a 

shame that attacks and atrocities on women, 

whom Ambedkar held in highest esteem, are 

also on the rise and there is no safety to the 

life of women in the country. He emphasized 

the need to broadening the unity of the people 

to resist and fight against attacks on the ideals 
of Dr. Ambedkar.

Com. Clement Das, General Secretary, 

SCZIEF informed that AIIEA stands for 

a casteless and classless society. The 

organization is taking utmost care in ensuring 

the welfare and wellbeing of the employees 

belonging to SC/ST Communities, he said. 

But today attempts are being made to create 

divisions in the unity brought about by AIIEA.  

Such efforts would damage the interests of all 

sections of employees.  These attempted have 

to be defeated and the organization should 

take up the issues of caste oppression along 

with class exploitation to cement the unity of 

workers. 

Com. Y Subba Rao, General Secretary, 

HRGIEA while greeting the seminar, called for 

furthering the Lal-Neel Unity, in future. 

Com. K Syamprasad, General Secretary, 

ICEU, Secunderabad Division proposed the 

vote of thanks.

127th Birth Anniversary of Dr. BR Ambedkar at Hyderabad
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 Northern Zone 

Insurance Employees’ 

Association Srinagar 

Division held a seminar 

on the topic “THE LIFE 

AND MISSION OF BABA 

S A H E B  D R .  B . R . 

AMBEDKAR”at Jammu 

on 21ST of April 2018. 

The programme was 

organized to celebrate 

the birth anniversary 

o f  D r .  Bh im  Rao 

Ambedkar to motivate 

the people to follow the 

teachings of the great 

legend. Speaking on the 

occasion, Comrade Pawan Gupta, Divisional 

Secretary NZIEA said that Dr. Ambedkar 

fought a big struggle against untouchability 

and caste discrimination.  He had definite 
views on minorities,women,working class and 

other deprived sections of the Indian society. 

Dr. Ambedkar was the architect of the Indian 

Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar wrote in the 

constitution that the state must reorganize 

the economic system in a way to avoid 

concentration of wealth in few hands. He was 

absolutely clear that excessive concentration 

of wealth would lead to greater inequalities and 

Dalits and weaker sections of society will suffer 

most. He had a very clear view that casteism 

always leads to division of labourers, and so 

class struggle must be effective to overcome 

 Srinagar Division: Seminar on “Life &  Mission of  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

the adverse effects of the casteism. It was 

pledged to pay real tribute to Dr. Ambedkar by 

strengthening the struggle against the forces 

of neo liberalism, globalization, communalism, 

and by integrating the class struggle with the 

struggle against caste exploitation by building 

the broadest possible unity of Dalits and all 

toiling masses in a struggle for economic 

emancipation as well as social emancipation.

 Others who spoke on the occasion were 

Comrade Romesh Chand , Com. Rajesh 

Gupta ,joint secretaries of NZIEA Srinagar 

Division, Com. Raj Kumar Sharma, Com. 

,Com Rajesh Kumar, Com. Neelam Sharma 

–women convener, Com. Alkiya Sharma,Com.

Vijay Kumar ,Com. Karan Kumar and Com. 

Kishore Lal.

At Vizag: Seminar on ‘Increasing Attacks on Dalits’
ICEU Visakhapatnam Division organized a 

seminar at Visakhapatnam, on “ Increasing 

Attacks on Dalits”  to commemorate the 127th 

birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar. Com K 

Lokanadham, KVPS leader was the chief guest. 

Addressing the seminar, Com K Lokanadham 

said today the BJP is trying to appropriate 

Dr Ambedkar while undermining all the 

democratic institutions and the principles laid 

in the constitution. Dr Ambedkar advocated 

constitutional methods to secure both 

political and economic justice but his idea 

to achieve a casteless and exploitation free 

society still remains a distant dream. Even 

the judiciary today is not allowed to question. 

Babasaheb had said 

that democracy prevails 

only where freedom of 

expression is protected. 

But today the freedom 

of expression is being 

curtailed. There is an 

attempt to dilute the 

SC/ST prevention of 

atrocities act, as is the 

case with the domestic 

violence act in case 

of women. There is a 

rising dissatisfaction 

and a demand to revisit the judgement of 

JUNE 201828
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At Vizag: Seminar on ‘Increasing Attacks on Dalits’

Seminar at Belgaum:  
‘Vision of Dr. B R Ambedkar and Present Developments’

Commemorating the 127th Birth anniversary 
celebrations of the architect of the 

constitution of India, Dr. Babasaheb  Ramji 
Ambedkar, a seminar on the topic ‘Vision of 
Dr. B R Ambedkar and the Present Day 
Developments’, was organised on 22nd April 
2018 by Insurance Employees’ Union, Belgaum 
Division. The seminar commenced with 
a revolutionary song, ‘onde onde’ signifying 
the importance of unity among all the people. 
Com. P A Joseph, General Secretary, IEU 
Belgaum Division, welcomed the gathering. 

Introducing the subject, Com. N.Vijaykumar, 
President, ICEU, Mysore Division, delved 
deep into the topic of societal undercurrent, social 
engineering and impending transformation. 
Com. Vijaykumar made critical analysis of 
changes in society through the means of both 
revolution and evolution; Dr. Ambedkar, he 
averred, chose the path of evolution so that 
changes could take place with understanding and 
in a consensual manner. Hailing Dr. Ambedkar as 
a role model and a champion of the workers’ rights, 
he said, benefits like fixed working-hours, 
concept of wage revision and periodical updation 
of dearness allowance, maternity leave for 
women workers were espoused by him. Licians 
should be beholden to Dr. Ambedkar as he was 
a vociferous and passionate advocate of public 
sector insurance as he often stated that land 
and insurance should be under state control. 
Thus Dr. Ambedkar provides us with an 
inspiration to campaign for public sector 
insurance.

Dr. S.Tukaram, Director, State Resource 
Center, Karnataka, progressive writer having a 
huge body of work on the issue of empowerment 
of dalits and backwards communities, in 
his key-note address, made incisive analysis 
of the role of Dr. Ambedkar and his everlasting 
contribution to the nation. He spoke extensively 
on the evils of caste system, genesis of Hindu 
code bill, importance of education and 
organisation. Dr. Tukaram said that it is a 
matter of pride for all Indians that Dr. 
Ambedkar’s birthday is being observed as 
‘World Knowledge Day’. At the same time, Dr. 
Tukaram, bemoaned the fact that even after 
70 years of independence the divisiveness in 
the Indian society remains and communal 
forces are gaining ascendency. He very rightly 
pointed out that this communalisation of the 
society can be pushed back if good people raise 
their voice and take up a progressive stand; an 
equitable society in all respects can be realised 
if harmony and unity become the watchwords. 
Dr. Tukaram’s speech was multi-dimensional 
in nature and threw light on various aspects 
of the contribution of Dr. Ambedkar.

Com. G V Kulkarni, President, IEU, 
Belgaum Division in his submission called 
upon the comrades to imbibe the teachings of 
Dr. B R Ambedkar so that our movement could 
move forward in proper direction. Com. S K 
Kulkarni, Jt.Secretary, IEU Belgaum Division 
proposed the vote of thanks and the seminar 
concluded with a revolutionary song ‘Victory 
shall be ours’ by our women comrades.

the supreme court is fully justified. Babasaheb 
had advocated a strong public sector, for the 

development of all regions of the country and 

all sections of the people, but Modi says public 

sector has to perish. All clashes, crimes are 

more due to the lack of development he said. 

He appealed to the LIC employees to contribute 

to the social struggles, carried out to eradicate 

the social evils.

Com G Vijaykumar, General Secretary, 

SC/ST welfare association also addressed. 

The meeting was presided over by Com M 

Kameshwari, President, ICEU and Com N 

Ramanachalam, General Secretary, proposed 

a vote of thanks.

All the 22 units of ICEU Visakhapatnam 

division have paid tributes to Dr Ambedkar 

at their offices.

JUNE 2018 29
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The ghastly incidents of gang rape –torture-

murder of an eight –year-old girl in Kathua in 

the state of Jammu & Kashmir and the rape 

of a teenager in the Unnao district of Uttar 

Pradesh  have stirred the conscience of all the 

progressive and secular minded people of this 

country.  When the Women Sub-Committee 

(WSC) of Kolkata Division Life Insurance 

Employees’ Association (KDLIEA) met at 

KDLIEA Office on 17th April, 2018 to concretise 

some tasks they had already undertaken, they 

took almost no time to decide that a strong 

protest action must be lodged in order to 

express anger against the gory incidents at 

Kathua and Unnao.  The protest action, it was 

decided, would condemn the attempts of the 

Hindutva forces to communalise the Kathua 

rape case, to shield the perpetrators of these 

heinous crimes both at Kathua and Unnao 

and demand a speedy trial and exemplary 

punishment to the culprits.  The WSC meet 

also decided to raise its voice against the 

Hundreds of Employees Take Part
 in Protest March in Kolkata

growing incidents of  crime against 

women in the state of West Bengal as 

also in the country as a whole. So, the 

WSC, in consultation with the Secretariat 

of KDLIEA, decided to organise a Protest 

March during the lunch period on 

23rd April, 2018 and called upon the 

employees to join the Protest March.  

There was a massive response to the 

call.  More than five hundred employees, 
many of whom were women, took part in 

the Protest March that moved along  the 

Chittaranjan Avenue, one of the main 

thoroughfares of Kolkata, Madan Street and 

Chowringhee Square.  Then after turning 

back to Chittaranjan Avenue the Protest 

March culminated in front of LIC’s Eastern 

Zonal Office at Hindusthan Buildings where 
a brief meeting was held.  The good number 

of placards and banners displayed in the 

Protest March attracted the attention of  many 

eyes.  Comrade Ramkrishna Datta, President, 

KDLIEA addressed the gathering.
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Seminar at Satara
 on Bank Frauds

Insurance Employees Union Satara 

Division (WZ) along with other 

progressive forums organised a seminar 

on “Modus oprendi of Nirav Modi & Co” on 

27th April 2018. Mr. Shekhar Sonalkar 

a renowned Chartered Accountant 

and expert in forensic audit who has 

assisted government of Maharashtra in 

investigation of many financial crimes was 
main speaker. Comrade Vasant Nalawade, 

President WZIEA presided over the 

Seminar. 

Mr.Shekhar Sonalkar explained the 

concept of forensic audit of financial 
transactions, which involves unearthing 

the trail of transactions till the suspicious 

source is detected. He forcefully argued 

that it is not possible that high offices 
of that bank, RBI & government have 

no means of detecting such huge 

irregularities. He further pointed out that 

it is very difficult to believe that none of 
auditors i.e the internal, external and 

statuary failed to notice the irregularities. 

The PNB or Nirav Modi scam could not 

have taken place without deliberate neglect 

with indirect support from authorities. He 

also expressed serious concern over the 

functioning of regulatory authorities for 

banking and financial institutions. Mr. 
Sonalkar appreciated the role played by 

AIIEA in opposing disinvestment. 

International Women’s 

Day observed :    

The Women Sub-Committee, this year, 

had undertaken two programmes to 

observe the International Women’s Day 

in a befitting manner.  It was decided 
to hold a seminar on the topic “The 

origin of International Women’s Day 

and its relevance to the contemporary 

world”  on 10 th March, 2018.  The 

other decision that was taken was to 

donate some useful materials to the 

needy school children on the occasion 

of International Women’s Day.   On 10th 

March  around 250 employees, a large 

number of women employees included, 

gathered at the LIE Sports Club situated 

on the 5th floor of H. B. Annexe Building 
at the close of office hours to attend the 
seminar.  Professor Nandini Mukherjee 

who teaches at Jadavpur University was 

the sole speaker in the seminar.  Her 

erudite but  lucid lecture on the subject 

earned the admiration of all.  Before 

Prof. Nandini Mukherjee was invited to 

speak, Com Shyama Bhattacharya, Joint 

Convenor, WSC, briefly addressed  the 
gathering.  Comrade Saswati  Kundu, 

Joint  Convenor, WSC, presided over the 

the entire proceedings.

Park Institution for Girls is a school 

run under the Rashtriya Sarv Shiksha 

Abhiyan.  Situated in North Kolkata the 

school had enrolled  220 girl students 

(class V to class X)  from  the destitute 

in the neighbourhood.  On 24th April, 

2018, as per the pre-fixed schedule, a 
team comprising WSC members and 

Secretariat members of KDLIEA visited 

the school to donate school bags and 

pens to each student and some reference 

books  and story books for the students.  

A brief function was organised by the 

teachers on that occasion.  After the 

introductory speech by the Headmistress, 

Smt. Bhaswati Bhattacharya,  Com. 

Amitesh Sarkar, General Secretary, 

KDLIEA and Com Saswati Kundu, Joint 

Convenor, WSC briefly addressed the 

gathering of students and teachers of 

the school.  The gesture of the WSC was 

highly appreciated both by the students 

and teaching staff of the school.
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The Gender Justice We Care, GWECA, 

an initiative of ICEU, Madurai Division 

conducted a survey covering 100 sample 

institutions inclusive of both public and 

private in the districts of Madurai, Dindigul, 

Theni, Virudhunagar, Sivagangai and 

Ramanathapuram to find out if Anti Sexual 
Harassment Committee exists in work places. 

This work was taken up at the request of the 

AIDWA.  As per the Act 2013 it is mandatory 

that all government and private institutions 

having more than 10 women workers have 

to form Internal Complaints Committee.  The 

findings of the survey suggest that Internal 

Madurai: Field  Survey  Report of GWECA released 

I n s u r a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n 
E m p l o y e e s ’  U n i o n  ( I C E U ) , 
Hyderabad Division organized a 
‘Candle Light Vigil’ on 23.04.2018 
condemning the brutal attack on  
8 year old innocent girl ‘Asifa’, in 
the Kathuva district of Jammu & 
Kashmir  and demanding immediate 
punishment to the culprits. Over 200 
employees, including a large number 
of women and officers  participated 
in the program.

C o m .  N  A r u n a  K u m a r i , 
Convenor ,  WWCC (SCZIEF) , 
Telangana State narrated the details 
of the tragic incident, with anguish. 
The inhuman attack on Asifa, forced 
every right thinking Indian to bow 
their head in shame, she stated. She 
demanded justice to Asifa by punishing the guilty 
without delay. It is a sad augury on the situation in 
the country that as many as 8 incidents of atrocities 
on women were reported on the same day the 
cabinet approved a new ordinance , she informed.

Com. K Jayatheerth, Joint Secretary, SCZIEF 
condemned the insensitive attitude of the 
government and the Prime Minister in not 
responding promptly to such a heinous act. 
He criticised the comments of some of the BJP 
parliamentarians, on the incident and expressed his 
anger over the actions of some leaders who have 

Protest at Hyderabad against Rape incidents  

Complaints Committees have not been 

constituted in 51% of institutions.  Many 

government offices, corporate hospitals, 

jewellery and textile shops were found guilty 

of not having such committees. The survey 

also found that awareness levels, adherence 

to legal provisions were also faulty.

The Survey Report was released to the 

public on 20th May 2018 at Madurai by 

Com Vasuki, a senior leader of AIDWA.  She 

thanked and complimented the insurance 

employees for the efforts put in to bring out 

the Report.

participated in the rallies organized in support of 
the accused. The attacks and atrocities on women 
are taking place unabated, ever since the present 
dispensation came to power, he noted with concern. 
33 countries all over the world and the UN have 
condemned the incident, he informed.

Com.N Adhish Reddy, General Secretary, 
ICEU, Hyderabad Division condemned the 
attempts by some sections, to paint religious colour 
and communalise the incident. He called upon all 
the employees to raise voice unitedly,  carry on 
the fight until the guilty are punished and justice 
is rendered to Asifa.

Read & Subscribe 
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COM R.L.KATARIA RETIRES
Com.R.L.Kataria, Divisional 

Treasurer, NZIEA, Karnal Divisional 

Committee retired from the Services 

of the Corporation after putting 

in 39 years of yeoman services to 

the Corporation & the AIIEA. He 

served the organization in various 

capacities including as Assistant 

Divisional Treasurer and Treasurer. 

He was also actively associated with 

Credit & Thrift Society, Karnal for 

over 10 years. 

 A Felicitation Function was 

organized by NZIEA, Divisional 

Committee, Karnal on 28/4/2018 

in honor of his Services rendered to 

the Organization. Com. Anil Bhatnagar,  President, NZIEA alongwith Com. Ravinder Sharma, 

Chief Treasurer, NZIEA,  besides Sh.Jogender Kumar, SDM ,  LIC, Karnal Division graced the 

occasion with their presence. Felicitation Function was attended by Comrades from different 

Branches of Karnal Division, Class-I Officers, retiree Comrades & relatives of Com.R.L.Kataria. 
Com Kataria thanked the employees for the love and affection bestowed on him.  He donated 

Rs.21000 to Karnal Divisional Committee, Rs.2100 each to Insurance Worker, Bima Mazdoor 

and Branch Committee.  Insurance Worker wishes Com Kataria a healthy, active and purposeful 

retired life.

LICPA and GIPA Madurai jointly hosted 

a seminar on Pension as Social Security as 

per the call of  Nagpur conference of AIIPA. 

The sweltering heat of temple city had failed 

to dampen the enthusiasm of pensioners 

on 22.4.18. The leaders of Co-ordination 

committee of Madurai District Pensionsers, 

comprising of TNGEA,   BSNL, EB, Teachers, 

TNSTC and CITU attended the seminar.   The 

seminar attended by 82, pensioners was 

presided over by Com.V.Ramasamy, President, 

LICPA.  Com.C.Chandrasekaran, Secretary, 

welcomed the gathering. Com. N.Suresh 

Kumar, Vice-President, ICEU, Madurai in his 

address stressed that the seniors who had 

contributed to the growth of Insurance Sector 

deserve more in pensionary benefits.    
       Com.K.Swaminathan, Vice President 

of SZIEF gave special address on  “Pension- 

History-Challenges- and Future”  He 

complemented the vision of AIIEA for its 

whip to opt for pension. Bismark had to offer 

pension, hither to unknown, only  when the 

tides of socialism raised high in Germany. 

Seminar at Madurai on Pension as Social Security
He also narrated as to how Soviet Revolution 

subscribed to hike in Pension. While Nakara 

verdict offered steam to the claim of pension, 

the chicanery of Globalisation has led to 

defined contribution from defined benefit.. 
The PSU, and the social and pensionary 

benefits would thrive so long as Economic 
nationalism is safeguarded. We shall have to 

struggle jointly with the people to  thwart the  

slogans of nationalism raised in the name of 

Cow, Religion, War and Cannons to retain the 

hard earned rights.  

      The chief guest also replied elaborately 

to the questions and doubts raised by the 

audience. Com.A.Deivasigamani the senior 

most pensioner and the fraternal TU leaders 

were honoured.  Resolutions on formation of 

CMB, against soaring atrocities on SC/ST, on 

withdrawal of NPS, and on improvement in 

pension scheme moved by Com.T. Kumararaja, 

Treasurer were adopted unanimously. Com.

Ramasubramanian, President GIPA offered 

vote of thanks



JUNE 2018

In
s
u
r
a
n
c
e
 W

o
r
k
e
r
  

34

ICEU Visakhapatnam Division 

has organised trade union 

classes at Srikakulam and 

Narasannapeta Base units 

on 15.04.2018. The current 

political situation and impact 

on working class was dealt 

by Com G Varaprasad, Joint 

Secretary, ICEU. He dealt at 

length on the issues confronting 

the working class, the growing 

unemployment and agrarian 

crisis, and the anti working 

class policies of the Modi 

government, the impact of the 

policies on LIC employees.

A questionnaire was given to 

all the members regarding their 

opinions on the functioning 

of the union and their political affiliations. 
Basing on the replies of the members in the 

questionnaire, the class on organisation was 

dealt by com N Ramanachalam, General 

Secretary, ICEU. Com Ramanachalam dealt 

in detail on the management attitude towards 

the employees, the disciplinary aspects of the 

employees while in office, clarified certain 
doubts of the employees regarding request 

transfers, promotions, the necessity of 

solidarity actions with fraternal trade unions, 

TRADE UNION CLASSES AT VIZAG 

and other matters.

Com T Achari, rural vice president, ICEU 

acted as the principal, and the entire team 

of ICEU attended the U classes. The classes 

evoked good response and the employees were 

enthused.

On an earlier date, Trade Union classes 

were organised at Palasa Base Unit. Com 

Ramanachalam dealt on the subject of the 

policies of the government and organisation. 

Com KV Ramana Murty, vice president, ICEU, 

acted as the principal.

Shreya Singh, daughter of Manoj Kumar Singh, a 

dedicated comrade belonging to Dhanbad Branch – 4 

under Hazaribagh Division has secured Rank 538 in the 

Civil Services Examination 2017 conducted by UPSC. 

Shreya has an excellent academic track record with 

securing 92.5% in Class X (2010) and 90.5% in Class 

XII (2012). Further, she achieved Rank 9 in All India 

Law Entrance Test (NLU, Delhi) in 2012. Further, she 

cracked Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) in same 

year in 2012 and pursued five year integrated B.A.LLB. 
from National Law University, Jodhpur. She took up Civil 

Services Examination in 2017 and became successful 

in her first attempt. She is a keen reader of our house 
magazine, INSURANCE WORKER, to whom she credits 

for giving her rational insights.

Insurance Worker congratulates her on this great 

achievement and wishes her a successful career 

dedicated to the welfare of the people. 

GREAT ACHIEVEMENT – CONGRATULATIONS
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As per the call of the Standing 

Committee of General insurance, 

a ‘Special Convention” was jointly 

organized by the “Erode-Tiruppur 

District Committee of CRGIEA 

(Coimbatore region General Insurance 

Employees’ Association)” and “LIAFI” 

on 12th May in Gobichettipalayam 

to commemorate the General 

Insurance Nationalisation Day.  

Com Thillaikumar, Secretary, ICEU, 

Gobi Unit welcomed the gathering.  

Mr.Muthukumar, LIAFI presided 

over the Convention. 

Mr.S.Thiagarajan, All India EC 

Member of ‘LIAFI’ spoke on the “Role of Agents 

in the growth of Public Sector Insurance 

Industry”.  Com M.Girija, Jt Secretary, 

AIIEA spoke on the vital subject of “Why the 

nationalized insurance industry should be 

protected”. Both the topics proved to be very 

essential in today’s context and were well 

received by the gathering numbering about 

Special Convention to commemorate
 “General Insurance Nationalization Day”

qÉÉåWû,qÉÉrÉÉ AÉæU UÉqÉ
Continued from Page 20

80, including some new recruits.

In the Covention, 5-Agents of long standing 

in the insurance field giving business to LIC 
and the 4 Public Sector General Insurance 

Companies were honoured. 

Com R.Babu, Jt. Secretary, CRGIEA as 

well as the Dist. Secretary of ‘Erode-Tiruppur 

District Committee’ proposed Vote of thanks.  

 xÉprÉiÉÉ MüÉ ÄRûÉåÇaÉ AÉæU SÒÌwÉiÉ qÉÉlÉÍxÉMüiÉÉ MüÉ 
mÉSÉïTüÉvÉ MüUiÉÏ bÉOûlÉÉLÇ cÉÉWåû MüPÒûAÉ Måü UxÉlÉÉ aÉÉÇuÉ 
MüÐ WûÉå rÉÉ E.mÉë. Måü E³ÉÉuÉ MüÐ rÉÉ aÉÑeÉUÉiÉ Måü xÉÔUiÉ MüÐ 
rÉÉ eÉrÉmÉÑU Måü AÉqÉåU MÑüÄQûÉ MüÐ UÉåeÉÉlÉÉ Måü iÉÉæU MüWûÏÇ 
lÉ MüWûÏÇ xÉå AÉiÉÏ qÉÉlÉuÉiÉÉ MüÉå vÉqÉïxÉÉU MüUiÉÏ LåxÉÏ 
bÉOûlÉÉLÇ MüÉlÉÔlÉ Måü UÉeÉ MüÉ qÉZÉÉæsÉ EÄQûÉiÉÏ lÉeÉU AÉiÉÏ 
WæÇû| ZÉÑS eÉeÉ iÉMü MüÉå lrÉÉrÉ lÉ ÍqÉsÉlÉå MüÐ ZÉoÉUåÇ xÉ¨ÉÉ 
xÉÇaÉ AmÉUÉkÉÏ aÉPûeÉÉåÄQû MüÐ oÉlÉÏ aÉWûUÏ mÉæPû MüÉå xuÉiÉÈ 
EeÉÉaÉU MüU UWûÏ WæûÇ| xÉ¨ÉÉ xÉÇcÉÉsÉlÉ qÉåÇ iÉÉMüiÉuÉU oÉlÉÏ 
ÌaÉUÉåWûoÉÇSÏ mÉÏÌÄQûiÉ Måü ÍsÉrÉå lrÉÉrÉ mÉëÉÎmiÉ MüÉå SÒsÉïpÉ ÌMürÉå 
WÒûL Wæû| eÉÉå ÌoÉlÉÉ ÌMüxÉÏ mÉÔuÉÉïaÉëWû Måü ÌlÉUmÉå¤É pÉÉuÉ xÉå 
lrÉÉrÉ MüÐ wÉmÉjÉ sÉåiÉå WæûÇ, uÉå eÉÉlÉiÉå WÒûL pÉÏ CxÉ oÉÇkÉlÉ MüÉå 
iÉÉåÄQû lÉWûÏÇ mÉÉ UWåû WæûÇ| x§ÉÏ AÉæU SÍsÉiÉ Måü mÉëÌiÉ SÉårÉqÉç 
pÉÉuÉ MüÐ oÉxÉÏ qÉlÉÑuÉÉSÏ xÉ¨ÉÉ qÉÉlÉÍxÉMüiÉÉ ClÉMåü xÉÉjÉ 
lrÉÉrÉ lÉWûÏÇ MüU UWûÏ Wæû| ESÉWûUhÉ iÉÉæU mÉU UÉeÉxjÉÉlÉ mÉëSåwÉ 
qÉåÇ CxÉ uÉwÉï 31 qÉÉcÉï iÉMü Måü 3 qÉWûÏlÉå rÉÉlÉÏ 90 ÌSlÉ 
Måü pÉÏiÉU qÉÌWûsÉÉAÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ SÒwMüqÉï Måü qÉÉqÉsÉå SeÉï 
WÒûL WæûÇ rÉÉÌlÉ WûU ÌSlÉ 10 xÉå AÍkÉMü qÉÌWûsÉÉLÇ ÍvÉMüÉU 
WûÉå UWûÏ WæûÇ| oÉWÒûiÉ xÉÏ lÉ SeÉï WûÉålÉåuÉÉsÉÏ bÉOûlÉÉLÇ CxÉqÉåÇ 

vÉÉÍqÉsÉ lÉWûÏÇ WæûÇ| rÉå kÉOûlÉÉLÇ SãvÉ MüÉå ÌMüiÉlÉÉ wÉqÉïxÉÉU 
MüU UWûÏ WæûÇ, CxÉMüÐ fÉsÉMü SåvÉurÉÉmÉÏ WÒûL ÌuÉUÉåkÉ 
mÉëSwÉïlÉÉåÇ Måü xÉÉjÉ mÉëkÉÉlÉqÉÇ§ÉÏ lÉUålSì qÉÉåSÏ Måü sÉÇSlÉ 
SÉæUå qÉåÇ pÉÏ xÉÉTü lÉeÉU AÉD Wæû| eÉoÉ uÉå “pÉÉUiÉ MüÐ 
oÉÉiÉ xÉoÉMåü xÉÉjÉ” Måü mÉëxiÉÉåiÉÉ, aÉÉåSÏ qÉÏÌQûrÉÉ AÉæU 
MåülSìÏrÉ ÌTüsqÉ mÉëqÉÉhÉlÉ oÉÉåQïû Måü AkrÉ¤É mÉëxÉÔlÉ eÉÉåvÉÏ 
Måü mÉëÉrÉÉåÎeÉiÉ MüÉrÉï¢üqÉ qÉåÇ vÉÉÍqÉsÉ WûÉålÉå aÉrÉå jÉå iÉoÉ 
ExÉMåü oÉÉWûU sÉÇSlÉ MüÐ AÉqÉ eÉlÉiÉÉ lÉå xÉÄQûMüÉåÇ mÉU 
EiÉUMüU “qÉÉåSÏ lÉÊOû uÉåsÉMüqÉ” Måü oÉælÉU sÉåMüU AÉ 
aÉD AÉæU E³ÉÉuÉ iÉjÉÉ MüPÒûAÉ Måü SÒwMüqÉï iÉjÉÉ SåwÉ Måü 
AlrÉ ÌWûxxÉÉåÇ qÉåÇ kÉqÉï AÉæU eÉÉÌiÉ Måü lÉÉqÉ WûÉålÉåuÉÉsÉå 
pÉåSpÉÉuÉ Måü ÎZÉsÉÉTü lÉÉUÉåÇ MüÐ aÉÔÇeÉ sÉÇSlÉ qÉåÇ xÉÑlÉÉD 
SÏ| sÉÉåaÉ xÉuÉÉsÉ MüU UWåû jÉå ÌMü qÉÉåSÏ AmÉlÉå xÉÇÍbÉrÉÉåÇ 
Måü lÉTüUiÉÏ LeÉålQåû Måü oÉÏcÉ ´Éå¸ AÉæU xÉqÉ×® pÉÉUiÉ 
SÉuÉå MæüxÉå mÉÔUå MüUåÇaÉå?
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A.M.KHAN, DHARWAD

Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Company plans to open 
1000 virtual sales offices in next 12 to 18 months. 
The virtual offices will have sales officers who will be 
provided with a device which can do all services 
relating to customers. The company which has 631 
branch offices claims that its growth rate has been 
the highest among the top 10 private life insurers in 
the country.

 �
This year’s Indian Premier League witnesses an 
increase in the loss ratios for specialized insurance 
policies provided by insurance companies to 
companies taking part in the IPL by 150 to 200 
percent from 80 to 90 percent last year.  The 
insurance coverage this season amounts to Rs.23 
billion which was Rs.18 billion last year.

 �
Taking shelter under the comparative figure of 
insurance penetration between that of India and 
the average of the world, which is 3.4 % (India) and 
6.2 % (world average) Government is considering 
allowing 100 per cent FDI in insurance intermediaries.  
This it says will give a boost to the insurance sector 
and will attract more funds.  Government also puts 
forth the plea by private companies which say that 
the insurance sector is being impacted due to weak 
distribution networks and the increase in FDI would 
help in strengthening the distribution networks.

 �
The Central Government’s ambitious Pradhan 
mantri Fasal Yojana (PMFBY), floated in 2016, which 
replaced all other crop insurance schemes, had 
come under fire due to almost nil claim settlements.  
For almost two years only private insurance 
companies were allowed to give the crop insurance 
cover. The companies garnered huge amount of 
the premium but the claims preferred by the farmers 
were not settled due to faulty technical reasons put 
forth by the insurers.  This has put many farmers in 
huge loss.  The high powered-panel instituted by the 
government to pacify the angered farmers has in 
its report, though reluctantly, said that the delayed 
and non-payment of claims is the reason for the 
resentment of the farmers.

 �
IRDA grants special approval for 16 Cross Border 
Reinsurers (CBR) for the year 2018-19.  CBRs are 
those reinsurers who do not have physical presence 
in India and do reinsurance business with Indian 
insurance/reinsurance companies. The 19 CBRs 
include Republican Unitary Enterprise, Belarus; 
Asian Reinsurance Corporation, Thailand; HDFC 
International Life and Re Company Ltd., UAE; and 

Iran Insurance Company.
Shortage of actuaries makes IRDA to ease norms 
for their empanelment by insurance companies. It 
now allows them to undertake valuation of more 
than one insurer every quarter.  Actuaries for life and 
general insurers will continue to remain separate. 
Non-life insurance premium sees a growth of 16.9 
percent in the year 2017-18 with a total premium 
collection of Rs.1,33,348.33 crore. Public Sector non-
life insurance companies register a growth rate of 
12.78 percent garnering a premium of  Rs.67,920.17 
crore for the FY 2017-18 which was Rs.60,218.49 crore 
for the year 2016-17.  With this the market share of 
the four public sector general insurance companies 
stands at 45.07 per cent.  Of the 4 public sector 
general insurance companies New India’s market 
share is 15.06 percent.  This is followed by Oriental 
General Insurance Company which has a market 
share of 11.48 percent. 

 �
Life insurance sector in India has registered 10.8 
per cent growth in new business premium. Total 
new business premium collected for the year 2017-
18 is Rs.1,93,866.24 crore which was Rs.1,75,022.50 
crore the previous financial year.  During the year 
2017-18 LIC collected a business premium of Rs.1, 
34,551.68 crore, an increase of 8.16 percent, from 
Rs.1,24,396.27 percent of the previous year.  With 
this LIC’s market share is at 69.40 per cent.  Total 
premium garnered by the private life insurance 
companies is Rs.59,314.55 crore during the year 
2017-18 which is Rs.8,688.32 crore more than that 
of previous year.  Market share of LIC in terms of 
number of policies stands at 75.67 percent.

 �
International Group of P&I Clubs, an umbrella 
organization whose members cover 90 percent 
of the global tanker fleet against risks including oil 
spills, is nervous on US threatening fresh sanctions 
against Iran. When the U.S. had imposed sanctions 
on Iran in 2012, accompanying European measures 
also restricted the International Group — which is 
based in London — from providing cover for Iranian 
shipments.

 �
Fear of losing business due Brexit, Lloyd’s of London, 
AIG, Allianz and other insurers, ignoring various 
assurances arising out of a “standstill” transition 
agreement between Britain and the European Union 
which took place in March 2018, are establishing 
new hubs in Britain and European Union to ensure 
access to customers.
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S.SRIDHARA, MYSORE 

CHINESE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
AND CRANE OPERATORS PROTEST:

On May 1st across China, rallies and strikes occurred. 
Over 10000 crane operators protested in CHENGDU, 
demanding a larger salary and improved labour 
conditions.

SOUTH KOREAN WORKERS PROTEST:
Thousands of workers rallied in central SEOUL on 
May 1st demanding a higher minimum wage 
and improved working conditions. The rally was 
organized by the KOREAN CONFDERATION OF 
TRADE UNIONS. Workers are denounced the 
restructuring of the shipbuilding and car industries, 
which are being sold off and closed by piecemeal.

PROTEST IN HONGKONG:
Hundreds of workers in different areas of Hongkong 
on 1st May demanding standard working hours 
and opposing Government proposals to access 
employees’ pensions. Other demands from workers 
included the introduction of 14 weeks of paid 
maternity leave.

PAKISTAN:
 Young Doctors Association members in Government 
Hospitals in Lahore demonstrated on May 3rd over 
delays in the implementation of the service structure 
and time scale promotions. They also demanded 
higher pay packages for house officers, Medical 
officers and opposed privatization of healthcare 
services. 

SRILANKAN RAILWAY WORKERS  
DEMAND SALARY RISE: 

Railway workers from 11 grades including station 
masters, Engine drivers, guards and superintendents 
began a National strike from May 9th for higher pay 
and other demands. 

THOUSANDS OF AUSTRALIAN WORKERS 
PARTICIPATE IN ‘CHANGE THE RULES’ PROTESTS: 

More than Lakh of workers took part in protest in 
Melbourne on 9th   May called by Australian Council 
of Trade Unions as part of its bogus  ‘Change the 
Rules campaign’. An estimated 3000 participated 
in Brisbane Rally on 7th May, and similar protest 
witnessed in Sydney, Adelaide, Perth and Regional 
Centre across the Country.

BUS DRIVERS IN RURAL NEWZEALAND TOWN: 
Hundreds of Bus drivers struck work on 8th May in 
Rural town in the North Island’s Waikato Region. 
The Drivers are demanding living wages. The Union 
organized strike earlier in April in Auckland for 3 days 
demanding improvement in wages and working 
conditions.

DOCK WORKERS STRIKE PARALYSES               
SUDAN’S PORTS:

Twenty thousand SUNDANESE Port Workers brought 

DOCK operations to a stand still in a nine hour 
strike on May 2nd to oppose privatization. The 
workers are opposing the formation of holding 
companies- which hold state assets in preparation 
for privatization -fearing major job loss.

SOUTH AFRICAN TEACHERS DEMONSTRATE OVER 
WAGE AND SERVICE CONDITIONS:

South African Teachers attended a protest outside 
the KWAZULU-NATAL Provincial Parliament in 
Pietermaritzburg on 9 th May. These Teachers 
demanding 2016 wage agreement to be 
implemented. The Teachers are not paid March-
April salary.

PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS IN GREECE  
TO HOLD NATIONAL WIDE STRIKE: 

From 30th May, they are opposing Government’s 
evaluation of all Public Sector Jobs as it enforces its 
austerity programme. 

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT SACK THREAT IF 
TEACHERS STRIKE:

The Government has threatened teachers who plan 
to strike with same treatment meted out to nurses. In 
April the Government sacked 5000 of 16000 nurses 
striking for better pay and conditions were sacked. 

AIR FRANCE STAFF REjECT OFFER AS AIRLINE 
 AND RAIL STRIKE CONTINUE: 

Air France ground and cabin crew workers began a 
48 hour strike from 7th May. Their action overlapped 
with French Railworkers strike. They are opposing 
plans by the French Government to Privatise  the 
services and attacks on jobs and service conditions.  

14000 AT&T MIDWEST WORKERS                                                                      
STILL WITHOUT A CONTRACT:

The communication workers of America(CWA) is 
forcing 14000 AT&T workers in the Midwest United 
States to remain on the job more than three 
weeks after the April 14 expiration of their labour 
agreement. AT&T which is the  world’s largest 
telecom company, continues to demand sweeping 
concessions from workers regarding healthcare, 
pensions and further jobcuts. The CWA is defying 
the overwhelming strike authorisation vote by AT&T 
Midwest workers who operate in Ohi, Michigan, 
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. Workers of AT&T 
Legacy T who work nationwide are also working 
without a new contract. 

May Day 2018: 
Millions of people around the world participated 
in protest marches and strikes to mark the holiday 
that celebrate the history, struggles and demands of 
the international working class. Mass protest against 
the austerity and war took place across the world. 
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J.SURESH, MYSORE

 X The unemployment rate of India is at 6.23%.  
In India nearly two-thirds of our population is 
under 35 years of old.  In 2014, BJP came to 
power with a promise of providing 10 million 
jobs every year.  The BJP government says, 
between 2014 and 2017 14 million jobs were 
created in four key sectors – IT-BPM, retail, 
textiles and automobiles.  The government 
also claims that the tourism industry is growing 
at 16% annually, adding three to four million 
jobs every year.  However, these claims are 
fake and bogus.  The claim of creation of 14 
million jobs is actually based on the projection 
made by the National Skill Development 
Corporation in 2015.  This is just a prediction 
and there is no evidence of actual creation 
of jobs.  On tourism, foreign tourist arrival is 
growing at 7%.  As per the World Travel and 
Tourism Council, the number of jobs directly 
created by the tourism sector in 2017 in India 
is half a million and not three to four million 
as claimed by the government.  This clearly 
exposes the claim of the government on job 
creation.  In February 2018, 31 million people 
in India were seeking jobs, which is highest 
since October 2016.  According to ILO report, 
in India the number of unemployed persons 
is expected to rise from 18.3 million in 2017 to 
18.6 million in 2018 and 18.9 million in 2019.  

 X According to a report, India is the sixth 
wealthiest country with a total wealth of $ 
8,230 billion while US is the richest country with 
a total wealth of $ 62,584 billion.  China is the 
second wealthiest nation with $ 24,803 billion 
followed by Japan with $19,522 billion. “Total 
wealth” refers to the private wealth held by all 
the individuals living in a country.  It includes 
all their assets (property, cash, equities and 
business interests) less any liabilities and it 
excludes government funds.  Globally, the 
total private wealth held amounts to around 
$ 215 trillion and there are around 15.2 million 
HNWIs in the world, each with net assets of $ 1 
million or more.  There are about 5,84,000 multi 
millionaires in the world, each with net assets of 
$ 10 million or more and 2252 billionaires each 
with net assets of $ 1 billion or more.  Global 
wealth is expected to rise by 50% in the next 
ten years reaching to $ 321 trillion US $ by 2027.

 X  In the midst of financial volatility across the 
world, a massive flight of financial capital took 
place in the first week of May from weaker 
and emerging economies as speculators 
converted their investments into US dollar 
dominated securities. The flight of capital 
was triggered by the US Central Bank to 
incrementally raise domestic interest rates.  
The currencies of largest economies in Latin 
America – Mexico, Brazil and Argentina – 
suffered drops in value of 5.25%, 4.83% and 
8.26% respectively.  Argentina was the most 
affected and in an attempt to avert a collapse 
of Peso, the Argentine Central Bank fed the 
dollar buying frenzy, selling six billion US dollars 
from its reserves (roughly one-fourth of its total 
dollar reserves).  The Argentinean government 
also raised the interest rate for short-term 
government and bank bonds, three times 
over the span of several days to 40% to avoid 
repeat of 2001 collapse.  The poverty rate of 
Argentina is at 30% and the budget deficit is 
5.5% of its GDP.

 X According to Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
(BBS), the income share of the poorest 5% of 
the population is 0.23%, a sharp fall from the 
2010 figure of 0.78%.  In contrast, the richest 
5 percent’s income share rose from 27.89%, 
up from 24.61% in 2010.  The top 10 percent’s 
income share rose from 35.84% to 38.16%, 
whereas the bottom 10% saw their income 
share have from 2% to 1.01%.  The average 
national monthly income was 15,945 taka ($ 
US 192) barely above the average monthly 
expenditure of 15,175 taka.  For poor and 
working-class families, more than 98% of 
income was spent on the minimum daily 
necessities of life.  The national literacy rate is 
just 65.6%, one of the lowest in South Asia.  Rural 
literacy rate is only 63.3%.  Only 15.44% of the 
total population who required some form of 
medical attention was treated by a qualified 
doctor.  Another 22.51% received care from 
individuals without official qualification.  The 
unemployment rate of Bangladesh is at 4.1% 
and the graduate unemployment rate is at 
alarming 47%.
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ARIVUKKADAL, THANJAVUR

All time high
LIC has collected an all-time high first-year 

premium income of Rs.1,34,551.68 crore in FY18, a 
growth of 13.46% from Rs.1,24,451.42 crore in FY17. 
LIC continues to retain its market leadership with a 
market share of 69.40% in terms of first-year premium 
income and 75.67% when it comes to number of 
new policies sold. LIC also did well on group and 
pension scheme, notching up Rs.82,807.83 crore 
in new-business premium income, securing 81.38% 
market share.

No agents
The private life insurance industry lost 23,500 

individual agents in FY18. Data from the Life 
Insurance Council said that the private companies 
had 9,57,341 agents in the beginning of the year, 
that dropped to 9,33,857 agents by the end. LIC on 
the other hand, added almost 18,000 agents into 
the system. Among the private sector life insurers, 
Canara HSBC OBC Life Insurance is the only player 
that doesn’t have any agents. They sell purely 
through bank branches of Canara Bank, HSBC and 
Oriental Bank of Commerce.

Rs.25K Cr profit
LIC has booked record equity trading profits of 

Rs.25,000 crore in 2017-18, up from Rs.19,000 crore a 
year ago. Record profit booking by LIC will mean the 
insurer will not only be able to credit better bonuses 
to with-profit type of policy holders and pay better 
dividends to the government, but also be able to 
pump in more money into the markets. And, if LIC 
invests more money into the market, it improves the 
liquidity and the market goes up—which, in turn, 
improves the NAV for unit-linked investment policy 
(ULIP) holders (of all companies!).

LIC is always wise
LIC has once again proved that it is a master of 

contrarian stock picking. The insurer increased stake 
in Tata Consultancy Services every quarter between 
March 2015 and December 2017 — at a time when 
most Indian fund managers were underweight on 
the IT sector. LIC bought 3.6 crore share of TCS at an 
average of price of Rs.2,376 per share amounting to 
Rs.8,476 crore and made a notional gain of 45% on 
its investment in TCS during the said period. 

Rs.15 Lakhs in PMVVY
The government has recently approved raising 

the investment limit under the Pradhan Mantri 
Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) to Rs.15 lakh from 
Rs.7.5 lakh. It has also extended the last date for 
subscription till March 2020.

Health data privacy
A draft bill prepared by the health ministry 

aims to maintain electronic health data privacy, 
confidentiality, security and standardization. “Digital 
health data, whether identifiable or anonymized, 
shall not be accessed, used or disclosed to any 
person for a commercial purpose and in no 
circumstances be accessed, used or disclosed to 
insurance companies, employers, human resource 
consultants and pharmaceutical companies, or 
any other entity as may be specified by the Central 
government,” the draft says. “Insurance companies 
shall not insist on accessing the digital health data 
of persons who seek to purchase health insurance 
policies or during the processing of any insurance 
claim.”

New IRDAI Chairman
Former Karnataka Chief Secretary Subhash 

Chandra Khuntia, a 1981-batch IAS, has been 
appointed as Chairman of IRDAI. The appointment 
is for a period of three years, from the date of 
assumption of charge, or till the age of 65 years, or 
until further orders.

BSE to sell insurance
BSE(Bombay Stock Exchange) is in the process 

of applying to IRDAI seeking necessary approvals for 
insurance distribution. BSE had entered into a joint 
venture agreement with Nasdaq-listed Ebix Inc for 
setting up a subsidiary company for the distribution 
of insurance products of life, non-life and health 
insurance companies.

FreeCharge in insurance
Axis Bank owned FreeCharge Plans to enter into 

Lending and Insurance business. It will leverage the 
services of its parent entity and launch these services 
within next four months.

Black list warning
Keeping in view the delay in distribution of crop 

insurance amount to drought affected farmers, the 
Chhattisgarh State Government has warned IFFCO-
Tokyo insurance company of black listing it if it fails 
to deposit the due crop insurance amount.

100% FDI
The government is considering allowing 100% 

FDI in insurance intermediaries with a view to 
give a boost to the sector and attracting more 
funds. Intermediary services include insurance 
broking, third party administrators, surveyors and 
loss assessors. The FDI policy, at present, allows 49% 
foreign investment in the insurance sector, which 
includes insurance intermediaries.
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This refers to editorial “LIC 

Board’s autonomy “ Inspite 

of bureaucratic interference, 

LIC has built a asset base of 

Rs. 30 lakh crores. Against 

all odds, LIC has done it 

again. It has moved far ahead 

by capturing 72 per cent of 

FPI and 75 per of number of 

policies leaving our rivals far 

behind. Without bureaucratic 

control it would have fared 

much better. Truly speaking 

we have not heard for a 

long time about industrial 

democracy. Now it seems we 

have realised the importance 

and raised the demand for 

industrial democracy.

 The second editorial 

“politics of hate” is deeply 

distressing. The mindless 

and cruel act of violence on 

our children, women and 

poor defenceless peoples is 

condemnable and has to be 

fought.

        K.Narayana Rao,

            Bangalore 

WELL DONE
 Kum Vaishnavi V daughter of Coms 

V.Vasu and H.V.Savithramma both 

working in Bangalore Divisional Office 
II has secured 4th rank in Karnataka 

State PU Board Examination 2018 in 

the Commerce stream with 98.66% 

and securing centum score in Business 

studies and Accounts. She is topper in 

CMR PU College, Bangalore. Insurance 

Worker congratulates her on this great achievement and wishes 

her many more successes in her academic career.

Ms. TN Aishwarya, D/O Com. TVNS Ravindranath, Joint 

Secretary, ICEU, Hyderabad Division had the honour of 

receiving her BDS Degree Certificate from the hands of Hon’ble 
Vice-President of India Sri M Venkaiah Naidu. Sri M Venkaiah 

Naidu was the Chief Guest for the Convocation Function of 

Degree Students of Malla Reddy Institute of Medical Sciences, 

held in the JNTU Auditorium, Hyderabad, on 21.04.2018 and 

awarded degree certificates to the top 5 rankers in the streams 
of MBBS and BDS courses. Ms TN Aishwarya got this distinct 

honour for having achieved Gold Medal in the 3rd year of BDS 

course and for standing 3rd in the overall ranking. Insurance 

Worker congratulates her and wishes her many more successes 

in life.

DONATIONS
Com. S.Vijayalakshmi, CBO 1, Madurai Division   Rs. 2000

Com,T Arun Kumar, CBO1, Madurai Division      2000

Com. M Dasarathan, Vellore Division        5000

Com. A Murugaswamy, Pondicherry Br.1        2000

Com. RVasantha, Ranipet Branch         1000

Com. P Shivakumar, Cuddalore Branch         1000

Com. T Pitchaimanimani, Periakulam Branch      1000

Com.G.Periyaswamy, CBO II Madurai         1000

Com.Joys George, Jt.Secy, LICEU, Kottayam               10000

Insurance Worker thanks these comrades for their love and 

affection towards their journal

CONGRATULATIONS
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
    Month           Base     Base   
   2001    1960

   July 2017    285    6505.38

   August    285    6505.38

   September       285    6505.38

   October    287    6551.03

   November     288    6573.86

   December    286    6528.21

   January 2018 288  6573.86

   February    287  6551.03

   March    287    6551.03

   Base1960=Base2001x22.8259
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